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r The comicali Hiftory of the Mer- 
chant of c Vcnice->. 

Enter <tAntkonio, Sahtryno, and Salanio. 

9N footh I know not why I am fo fad, - 
) It wearies me, you fay it wearies you 5 
[But how I caught it, found it, or came by it. 
What ftuffe tis made of, whereofit is borne, 

> I am to learn e : and fuch a want- wit fadnes 
makes of mec. 

That I haue much adoe to know mylelfe. 
Salarino. Yourminde is toffing on the Ocean, 

There where your Argofies with portlic Ciylc 
Like Signiors and rich Burgars cn tire flood, 

Or as it were the Pageants of the fca, - • 

Doe oucr-pccre the petty rraffiquers 
That carfie to them do them reuercnce 
-As they flic by them with theyr wouen wings. "" 

Salanio. Beleeuc nice fir, had I fuch venture forth. 

The better part of my affections would 
Be with my hopes abroadc. I fhould be (fill 
Plucking the graffe to know where fits the wind, 

Piring in Maps for ports, and peers and rodes': 

And euery obicCt that might make me feare 
.Mif-fortune to my ventures, out of doubt 
Would make me fad. 

Salar. My wind cooling my broth, 
would blow me to an ague when I thought 
what harme a windc too great might doe at fca, 

I tliould not fee thefandie howre-glaffe runne 
But I fhoutd thinke oflhallowcsand of flatts. 

And fee my wealthy Andrew docks in (and • 

At. . Vayling 
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— ' “ 1 oe comim w n ime or ' • " 

Vavling her high fop lower then her ribs 

To IcHlc her bu< rail 5 fhould 1 goc to Church 

And fee the holy edifice of {lone 

And not berhinke me ftraight of dangerous rocks, 

which touching but mv gentle veflels fide 

would fcatter all her fpites on the ftreame, 

Enrobe the roring waters with my Hikes, 

And in a word, but cuen now worth this, 

And now worth nothing. Shall I haue the thought 
To s thinke on this, and ihall I lack the thought ° 

That fuch 3 thin^ bethaune d would make me fad i 
But tell no true, I know tyfuthonio 
Is fad to thinke vpon his merchandize. 

Antb. Belecue me no, I thanke my fortune for it 
My ventures are not in one bottome trufled, 

Nor to orj£ place ; nor is my whole eftatc 
Vpon the fortune of this prefent j’eere : 

Therefore my merchandize makes me not fad. 

Sola. Why then you arc in loue. 

Antb. Fie, fie. 

' Sola. Not in loue neither: then let vs (ay you are fad 

Becaufcyou are not merry ; and twereas eafie 
For you to laugh and leape, and (ay you are meriy 
Becaufe you are not fad. Now by two-headed Units, 
Nature hath framd ftrangefellowcs in her time : 

Some that will euermore'peepc through their eyes, 

And laugh like Parrats at a bagpyperf 
And other offuch vinigar afpefl, 

That theyle not fhew theyr teeth in way offraile 
ThougliZV'^or-fweare the iefl be laughable. 

Enter Baffamo, Lorenfo, and Gratiano. 

Sola. Here comes Baffanio your moll noble kinfmart, 
Cjratimo, and Lorenfo. Fa rye well, 

Wc leaueyou now with better company. 

Sala . I would haue (laid till I had^madeyou merry. 
If worthier friends had not preuented me. 

Anth % Your worth is very deere in my regard. 
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I take it your ownc bufines calls on you, 

And you ctnbraceth’occafion to depart. 

fiood morrow my good Loi ds. . 

£f[. Good figniorsboth wbon flo.lmtogK :Ciy,when ! 
Youvrow exceeding ftrange : muft it he fo ? 

Sat Week make our leyfures to attepd on youi s. 

Exeunt Salarino, And SoIamo, 



Lor. My Lord Bajfanio, fince you haue found Anthonie 
We two will leaue you. but at dinner time 
I pray you haue in mindc where we muft mectc. 
uBaff. I will not fade you. 

I Grat. You looke not well fignior Anthomo , 

\ / You haue too much rgfpeftvpon the world : 

They loofe it that doe buy it with much care, 

Beleeue me you are meruailoufly changd. 

Ant. I hold the world but as the world Gratiano, 

, A ftage, where euery man muft play a part. 

And mine a fad one. 

, Grati. Let me play thefbole. 

With mirth and laughter let old wrinckles come. 

And let my liuer rather heate with wine 
I . •• Then my hart coole with mortifying grones. 

Why fhould a man whole blood is warme within. 

Sit like his grandfire, cut in Alablafter ? 

Sleepc when he wakes ? and creepeinto thelaundies 
By beeing pceuilh ? I tell thee what <tAnthonio, 

1 loue thee, and tis my loue that fpeakes : 

There arc a fort of men whofo vifoges 
Doe creamcand mantle like a Handing pond, . 

And doc a wilful ftilnes entertaine. 

With purpofc to be dreft in an opinion 
Of wifedomc, grauitie, profound conceit. 

As who fhould fay, I am fir Oracle, 

And when I ope my lips, let no dogge barker 
| ' O my Antbnnio I doe know of thefo 

That therefore onely arc reputed wife 

A 3. For 
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i v.'<f cam i edit hmorte oj 
For faying nothing when I ant very fure 
If they fhould fpeake, would almoft dam thofe eares 
which hearing them would call their brothers foolcs, 
lie tell thee more of this another time. 

But fifh not with this melancholy baitc 
For this foole gudgin, this opinion : 

Come good Lorenjo, faryewell a while, 
lie end my exhortation after dinner. 

Loren. Well, we will leaue you then till dinner time. 

I mud: be one of thefe lame dumbe wile men, 

For Gratiano neuer lets me fpeake. 

Gra. Well keepe me company but twoyecres moe 
Thou fhalt not know the found of thine ownc tongue. 

An, Far you well, He grow a talker for this geare. 

<yra. Thanks yfaith, for filence is onely commendable 
In 

a neates rogue dried, and a rnayde not vendable. Exeunt. 

<xAn, It is that any thing now. 

Bajf. Cjratiano fpeakes an infinite deale of nothing more then any 
man in all Venice, his reafons are as two graincsofwheatehidm 
two bufhels of chaffer you (hall lecke all day ere youfinde them, 
and when you haue them, they are not worth the Icarch. 

An. V Veil, tell me now what Lady is the lame 
To whom you fwore a fecrete pilgrimage 
That you to daypromifd to tell me of 

Bajf Tis not vnknowne to you tuAnthonio 
How much I haue difabled mine eflate, 

By fomething fhowing a mo^e fwcllmg port 
Then my faint meanes would graunt continuance: 

Nor doe I now make monc to be abridg’d 
From fucli a noble fate, but my chcefe care 
Is to come fairely of from the great debts 
wherein my time lomething too prodigall 
Hath left me gagd : to you Anthonio 
I owe the mod in money and in loue, 

Andfrom your loue I haue a warrantie 
To vnburthen all my plots and purpofes 
How to get clcere of all the debts I owe; 

tjAritk, 



- the MercbaVTUp' emce.~ 

An. I pray you good Bajfanio let me know it. 

And if it dan'd as you your felfedill doc, 
within the eye of honour, be adurd 
My purfc, my perfon, my extreamed meanes 

Lie all vnlockt to your occafions, f 

•Baff. In my fchoolc dayes, when I had lod one mat t, 

I (hot his fellow ofthe felfe fame flight 

The felfe fame way, with more aduued watch 

To finde the other forth, and by aduenturingboth, 

I oft found both : I vrge this child-hood proofe 
Becaufc what foliowes is pure innocence. 

I owe you much, and like a wilfull youth 
That which I owe is lofl, but if you pleafe 
To (hoote another arrow that felfe way 
which you did fhoote the fird, I doe not doubt, 

As I will watch the ayme or to find both. 

Or bring your latter hazzard bake asjaine. 

And thankfully red debter for the fird. 

tsfh. You know me well, and heerein {pend but time 
To wind about my loue with circumftance, 

And out of doubt you doe me now more wrong 
In making quedion of my vttermod 
Then ifyou had made wad of all I haue : - 
Then doe but lay to me what I fhould doe 
That in your knowledge may by me be done. 

And lam pred vnto it : therefore Ipeake. 

Baff. In Belmont is a Lady richly left, 

And fhe isfaire, and fairer then that word. 

Of won clrousvertucs.fometirfics from her eyes 
I did rcceaue faire fpeechlefle rneflages : 

Her name is Portia , nothing vndervallewd 
To Catos daughter. Brum "Portia, 

Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth. 

For the fbure winds blow in from euery coaft 
Renowned lutors, and her funny locks 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece; 
vvhich makes her (cat of "Belmont Cholchos {frond, 
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1 'he comic an tmtone oj 

And many Ufitts come in queft of her. 

0 my tyfntbonio.Hnad I but the mcanes 
To hold a riuall place with one of them, 

1 hauea minde prclages me fuch thrift 
That I £hould queftionlefle be fortunate. 

A nth. Thou knowft that ail my fortunes are at fca, 

Neither haue I money, nor commoditie 
T o raife a prelent fumme, therefore goe foi th ' 

T ry what my crcdite can in V cnice doe. 

That (hall be rackt euen to the vttermoft 
T o furnifh thee to Bebiiont to faire Portia. 

Goe prefently enquire and fo will I 

where money is, and 1 no queftion make 

To haue it of my fruit, or for my lake. Exeunt. 

Enter Portia with her way ting woman Nerrijfa. 

‘Portia. By my troth Nerrijfa , my little body is awearie ofthis 
great world. 

Ner. You would be fweet Madam , if your miferies were in the' 
fame aboundance as yoiir good fortunes are: and yet for ought I 
fee, they are as ficke thatfurfeite with too much, as they thatftarue 
with nothing 5 it is no meane happines therfore to be feated in the 
meane, fuperfluitie comes foorier by white haircs , but competen- 
ce Jiues longer. 

Portia. Good fentences, and well pronounc’d. 

Ner. They would be better if well followed.^ ’ 

Portia. If to do were aseafieas to know what were good todo, 
Chappels hadbeene Churches, and poore mens cottages Princes 
Pall aces, it is a good diuinc that followcs his owne inflru&ions, I 
can eafier teach Cwcntic what were good to be done, then to be one 
of the twentic to follow mine owne teaching: thebrainemayde- 
uilelawesfor the blood, butahote temper leapes ore a colde de- 
cree, fuch a hare is madnes the youth , to skippe ore die meihes of 
good counfailc the cripple 5 but this reafoning is not in the fafliion 
to choofe nice a husband , 6 mee the word choofe , I may neyther 
choofo who I would, nor refufe who I diflike, fo is the will ofa ly- 
uing daughter curbd by the will of a dcade father: is it not harde 

1 l Vtrritfh 
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Nerrijfa, that I cannot choofe one, nor refufc none. 

aJ. Your Father was euervertuous, andholvinen at tncyr 
deathhauco'ood infpirations, therefore the lojtrie that he hath de« 

warmth if there in youraffeftion towardes any ofthefe Pnncchc 

fa S-‘ h I pray’thee ouer-name them, and as thou namef! them, I 
wVU deferibe them , and according to my defection leuell at my 

affeftion. ■ . 

Ner Firfl there is the Neopolitane 1 nncc. 

epor, I thats a colt indeede, for he doth nothingbut talke of his 
horfc, & he makes it a great appropriation to his owne good par s 
that he can fhoo him lnmfelfe : I am much afeard my Ladie his 
mother plaid falfe with a Smyth. 

Ner. Than is there the Countic Palestine. 

Par. Hee doth nothing but frovvne £as who fiiould fay, OC ) ou 
will not haue me,c!ioofe;he heares merry tales and fmiles not 1 
feare hee will prooue the weeping PJiylofopher when hee|rowes 
_ old, beeing fo full of vnmannerly fadnes in his youth ,) I had rather 
be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth , then to ey- 
ther ofthefe : God defend me from thefe two. 

Njr. How fay you by the French Lord, Mounfier Le Pome f 

Por. God made him, and therefore let him pa He for a man , in 
truth I knowe it is a finne to be a mocker, but hee, why hee hath a 
horfe better then the Neopolitans, a better bad habite of frowning 
then the Count Palentine, he is euery man in no roan, ifa Trafiell 
fing, he falls flraght a capring, he will fence with his ownefhadow. 
If ffhould marry him, I fiiould marry twenty husbands: if hee 
would'defpife roe, / would forgiue him, for if he loue me to mad- 
nes, I fhall neuer requite him. 

1 \[er. What fay you then to Fauconbridgc > the young Barron 
of England ? 

Por. You know /(ay nothing to him, for hee vnderflands not 
me, nor /him : he hath neither Latine, French, nor /talian, & you 
will come into the Court and fweare that / haue a poore pennie- 

B. wdrth 
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worth in the Englifli thee is a proper manspiaure, butalatm* 

can conucrfc with a dumbe (ho w ? how odlv hee is fij^d /if ° 
he bought his doublet in /talie.his roundJiofe in Fraunce h”" 
net m Germanie, and his behauiour euery where. ' b n ' 

bomf^’ What th ‘ nkc y ° U ot tbc Sccwth Lo ^ h\s neigh- 

‘Portia. That hee haih a ncyghbourlie charitie in him forliM 
borrowed a boxe of the eare of the Eno-I^mian n,a r 

would pay him againe when he was able :7 think the Frcncfmian 
became his furetie^nd feald vnder for another. lan 

'Tier How like you theyoung Germaine, the Duke ofSixo 
mes nephew? UKCOroax °. 

For Very vildlie in the morning when hee is fober, and mod 

vildly in the afternoone when he is drunk* : when he i, fcft fcj 
a ittle worfe then a man , & .when .he is worff he is little better tZ 

Ner. Yfheefhoulde offer to choofe, andchoofe the ri°bt Cat 
?c«p1 r ° Fa.h„s w,U a if y ot ftould 

, P a rt % Therefore for feare of the worff, /pray thee feta deene 
gfafle of Reynifhe vyine bn the comrade Casket! forifthedeSl 

i^TSdo ^. tera P A f ?« 0 r ithoUt ’ ^ biiowe hee will choofc 

nZV v y lln # Nerr f“ eie 1 Wl!! be roarried to a fpungc. 
Nernfa. You needenotfeare Ladie the haumo- ani^ofth fft 

Lords, they haue acquainted me with theyrdetei mmations which 

mor r:n7r c - to thcy , r *-*• 

f 1 . L c yt- 11 ma y be wonne by fome other 'fort the vour 

Fathers lmpofition, depending on the Caskets ^ 

♦LmU/J i- LaioiLiwe/or there is not one among; 

Venechmi ou " OP r ^« ri! ber Lady in your Fathers time, a 

of (lie MarqueffeofMomuffirmij t ^ tcanicIlct ^ crincoi,, P aD “ 

ToriUt 
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foo! “ h 

thy pravft. 

Hownow«,vvh,.n e ^ ttraSeru . ngman - 

S , r . The foute ftrangers feeke for you to dug * ^ 

he hah the condition ofa Saint, and the complexion o. >itm . 1 
had rather he fhould (hriue mee thenwiue mec. Come Nor fa, 
fmz -oc before : whiles we fhut the gate vpon one wooer, another 

knocks* the door*. ‘ £M 

Enter Bafanio with Shylocke the lew. 

Shy. Three thoufand ducates, welL . 

Ba(f. I fir, for three months. 

Shy. For three months, well. 1 ( 

Baf. For the whichas I told you, 

Ant homo fhalbe bound. 

Shy. Anthonio fball become bound, well. 

'Baf. May you' fled me ?>Will you plcafurc me ? 

■ ' Shall / know your aunfwere. 

Shy. Three thoufand ducats for three months, 
and Anthonio bound. 

Baf Your aunfwere to that. 

Shy. ^Anthonio is a good man. 

• Ba(f. Haue you heard any imputation to the contrary. 

Shylocke. Hono.no, no, no: my meaning in faying heels 

a good man, is to haue you vnderfland mee that hee is fufficient, 
yet his mcanes arc in fuppofition s hee hath an Argofic bound 
toTripolis, another to the Indies, I vnderfland moreouer vp- 
on the Ryalta.hee hath a third at Mexico, a fourth for England, 
i B a. and 
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and other ventures he hath fquandred abroade , but Oiips are t 
boordes, Saylers but men, there be land rats, and water rats Wa , 
thecues and land theeues, /meane Pyrats, and then there « h 
perr.ll ofwaters, windes, and rockes : the man is notwi.hftandin' 
iurnuent, three thoufand ducats, / thinkc /may take his bond & 
TZaJ. Be allurd you may. 

lew. /will be allurd I may : and that 1 may bee allured 7 will 
betlunke nice, may 1 Ipeakc with a Anthotiio / ’ 1 

Ba(f. Yf it pleafe you to dine with vs. 
lew. 'i es, to fmeli porke, to eatc of the habitation which vour 
1 rophet the Nazarit coniured the deuill into : /wil buy with vou" 
fell with you, talkc with you, walkc with you, audio following 
but I will not eate with you, dnnke with you , nor pray with you 
What newes on the Ryalto, who is he comes heere ? 

Enter ex? nth on so. 

Bajf. This is fignior zsfnthonio. 

few. How like a fawning publican he lookes. 

J hateliimforhcisaChriflian: 

But more, for that in low fimplicitie 
He lends out money gratis, and brings downe 
The rate of vlancc heere with vs in Venice. 

Yf/ can catch him once vpon the hip, 

/will feede fat theauncient grudge /beare him. 

He hates our lacred Nation, and he rayles 
Euen there where Merchants moll doc cohere o-aff 
On me, my bargainee and my well-wone tariff 
which hcc calls interred : Curfed be my Trybe 
ir/ forgiuehim. J 

Baff. Shy loch, doe you heare. 

Bhyl. /am debating of my prefent If ore. 

And by thcneerc gefle of my memorie 
I cannot inftantly raift vp the orofle 

Of full three thoufand ducats fwbatofthat 

T> wall a wealthy Hebrew of my Tribe * 

Will furnifh me 5 but loft, how many months 
Doe you defire ? Reft you fake good fignior. 

Your worftup was the laft man in our mouther 

Shylockt 









~We Merchant oj Venice* 

Iba./mi.tolwdnorbor'ov. 

Bvuikingnor by gluing °f cxc f c '‘’ f d 

x't to fupply die ripe wants of my ™e nd > 
b“ ^ a cuttomej is hcc poffell 

wSe . your bond : and lame fee, bn. hare you, 
Ml ihon^yonfaid, yon neuter lend no. burrow 
Vpon aduantage. 

sC When'S gmzd to Vnele Um Sheepe, 
This Jacob from our holy sAbram was 
/As his wife mother wrought in his behal c) 

The third pofiefier 5 /, he was the third. 

Ant. And what of him, did he take interre . 

Shy/. No, not takeintereft, not asyou would lay 
Direftly intrefl, marke what Jacob did. 

When Laban and himfelfe were comprcmyzd 
That all the eanelings which were ftreakt and pied 
Should fall as Jacobs hier, the Ewes being ranck 
In end of Autume turned to the Rammes, 

And when the worke of generation was 
Betweene theft wolly breeders in the aft. 

The skilful Iheephcard pyld me certaine wands, 
And in the dooing of the deede of kind 
He ftiuk them vp before the fulfome Ewes, 
Whpdien conceauing, did in eaningtime 
Fall party-colourd lambs, and thofe were Jacobs. 
This was a way to thriuc, and he was bleft ; 

And thrift is blefling if men fteale it not; 

<t/in. This was a venture fir that 'facob ferud for, 
A thing not in his power to bring to pafle, 

But fwayd and fafhiond by the hand of heauen. 
Was this inferted to make interreft good ? 

Or is your gold and filuer ewes and rammes i - 

B 3. 
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Shy!. I cannot tell, I make it brecdc as faft, 
but note me fignior. 

Anth. Marke you this Haffamo, 

Thcdcuil! can cite Scripture for hispurpofe, 

An euill (bide producing holy witnes 
Is like a villaine with a finding cheekc, 

A goodly apple rotten at the hart. 

O what a goodly out-fidefalfhood hath. 

Shy. Three thoufand ducats, tis a good round furnme. 
Three months from twelue, then let me lee thf rate. 

»t. Well Shyhcke , fhall we be beholding to you ? 
Shyl. Signior ssfnthonio, manie a time ancioft 
In the Ryalto you haue rated me 
About my moneyes and my vfances : 

Still haue I borne it with a patient Ihrug, 

(For fuffrance is the badge of all our Trybe) 

You call me misbeleeuer, cut-tbroate do®', 

And fpet vpon my Iewifh gaberdine. 

And all for vfc of that which is mine owne. 

Well then, it now appeares you neede my helpe : 

Goe to then, you come to me, and you lay, 

Shyloche, we would haue mopeyes, you fay Co i 
You that did voydeyour runic vpon my beard. 

And foote me as you fpurne a ftranger curi e 
Ouer your thrcfhold, moneyes is your lute. 

What fhould I fay to you ? Should I not fay 

Hath a dog money J is it poflible 

A curi e can lend three thoufand ducats > or 

Shall I bend low, and in a bond-mans key 

With bated breath, and wiiifpring humblenes 

Say this : Faire fir, you fpet on me on Wednefday fall, 

Youfpurnd me fuch a day another time, 

You calld me dogge : and for thefe curtefics 
He lend you dius much moneyes. , 

zsfnt . J am as like to call thee fo againc, 

To fpet on thee againe, to fpurne thee to. 

Yf thou wilt Jend'this money, lend it not 
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Ac to thy friends, for when did friendlTip take 
Xbrcede for barraine mettaile of his friend J 
Rut lend it rather to thine enemie. 

Who if he breake, thou maift with better face 

Exaft the peoalne. 

whylookeyouhowyouliorme, 

I would be friends with you and haue your loue, 
Forget the fliames that you haue ftaind me with. 
Supply vourprefent wants, and take no doyte 
oTvlancefor i my money es, and youle not heare mee, 
this is kinde I offer. 

‘gaff. This were kindneffc. 

Shyl. This kindnefle will I fiiowc, 

Goe with me to a Notarie, feale me there 
Your finglebond, and in a merriefport 
if you repay me not on luch a day 
in fuch a place, fuch fumme or fummes as are 
expreff in the condition, let the forfaite 
be nominated for an ecjuall pound 
of your faire flefh, to be cut off and taken 
in what part of your bodie pleafeth me. 

Jnt. Content infaith, yle feale to fuch a bond, 
and fay there is much kindnesin the lew. 

Baff. You fhall not feale to fuch a bond for me, 
lie rather dwell in my neceffltie. 

*s4n. Why feare not man, I will not forfaite it, 
within thefe two months, (hats a month before 
this bond expires, I doe expeft returne 
of thrice three times the valew of this bond. 

Shy. O father Abram, what thefe Chriftians.are, 
Whole owne hard dealings teaches them fufpett 
the thoughts of others : Pray you tell me this, 
if lie fhould breake his day what fhould I gaine 
by the exaftion of the forfeyture ? 

A-pound of mans flefh taken from a man, 
is not fo eflimable, profitable neither 
as flefh of Muttons, Beefes, or Goates, I fav 
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To buy his fauour, I extend this friendfhip, 

Yfhe wil takeit,fo,ifnotadiew, . 

And for my loue 1 pray you wrong me not. 

An. Yes Shjlocke, I will feale vnto this bond. 

Shy. Then meete me forthwith at the Noteries, 

Giue him direction for this merry bond 
And I will goe and purfc the ducats ftraite. 

See to my houfe left in the fearcfull gard 

Of an vnthriftic knaue : and prcfcntly 

lie be with you.' ' Exit. 

nAn. Hie thee gentle Icwe. The Hebrew will turne 
Chriftian, he growes kinde. 

Baft. I like not faire termes, and a villainesminde. 
eAn. Come on, in this there can be no difmay, 

My Ihips come home a month before the day. 

Exeunt. 

Enter C “Morochtu a tawnie Moore all in white, and three 
orfourc followers accordingly, with Portia, 
Ncrrifa, and their traine. 
fJWorocho. Miflikc me not for my complexion. 

The fhadowed liuerie of the burnifht funne, 

To whom lama neighbour, and neere bred. 

Bring me the favreft creature Ndrth--ward borne. 

Where Phabut fire fcarcc thawes the yficlcs. 

And let vs make inevzion for your loue. 

To proue whofe blood is reddeft, his or mine. 

I tell thee Lady this afpefi of mine 
Hath fcard the valiant, (by my loue I fweare) 

The belt regarded Virgins of our Clyme 
Haue lou!d it to : I would not change this hue, 

Except to fteale your thoughts my gentle Qucene. 

Portia. In termes of choyfe I am not foly led 
By nice dire&ion of a may dens eyes: 

Befides, the lottrie of my deftenie 
Barrs me the right of voluntary choofing : 

But if my Father had not feanted me, 
w • . ' . , 
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V 1 uTfelfc W (rcnowned Prince)than ftoode as faire 

Iranycommerlhauclook’donyet 

Yea, mockthe Lyon when a rorcs for pray 

TowintheLady. But alas, the while 

If Hercules and Lychat plav at dice 

Which is the better man, the greater throw . 

May turneby fortune from the weaker hand . 

So is Alctdes beaten by his raw. 

And fo may I, blind Fortune leading me 
Miflc that which one vnworthicr may attainc, 

And die with greeuing. 

Portia. You muft take your chaunce. 

And evther not attempt to choofe at all, - 
Or fweare before you choofe, if you choofe wrong 
Neuerto fpeake to Lady afterward 
In way of marriage, therefore be admid. 

Mor. Nor will not, come bring me vnto my chaunce. 

Portia. Firft forward to the temple, after dinner 

Your hazard Ihall be made. 

Mor. Good fortune then, 

To make me bleft or curfcd’ft among men. 

Exeunt. 

Enter the C lovenc alone. 

f loivne. Certainely, my confidence will ferue me to runne from 
this Iewe my Maifter : the fiendisat mine elbow, and tempts me, 
faying to me, lt)bbe,Launctlet fobbe, good Launce/et,ot good oboe, 
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or good L dunce let I able, vfc your leggcs, fake the jfJarf mm, 
way, myconfcience fayes no; fake hccde honed UuncZn 
heccie honed Iobbe , orasafore-faidc honed Luuncelet Iobbe f* 
not runne fcorne running with thy heeles ; well, the mortem? 
g.ous fiend bids me packe,/* fayes the fiend, away faves the fie, !' 
for the heauens roufe vp a braue minde fayes the fiend, and run?’ 
well > m >' conference hanging about the neckc of my heart fJl 
very wifely to mee: my honed friend Laumelet becin* auLi! 
mans fonne, or rather an honed womans fonne, forindeedemv 
father did fomething finacke, fomething grow to ; he had a kindc 
of tad jvyell, my confcicnce fayes Lamcelet bougc not, bouoe f a¥ , s 
thefiend, bou^c not fayes my confcicnce, confcience favlvc, 
counfailc wcl, fiend fay I you counfaile well, to be ruld by my con 
science, I fliould day with the Icwe my Maifter, (who God bleffe 
die marke) is a.kmdc of deuill 5 and to runne away from the Jem I 

m r r.r a Cd by th ? fiend) who fauin S y our >eucrence is the de- 
mil himfelfe : certainely the lewe is the verv deuill incarnation and 

Jnmy confcience, myconfcience is bufakinde of hard confci- 
cnce, to offer to counfaile nice to day with the lewe; the fiend 
giues the more friendly counfaile: I will runne fiend, my heeles 
arc at your cominaundcment, I will runne. 



Enter old Gobbo with a basket. 

3I ^ Cr y° un S" nian ? y ou ^ P ra V you, which is the way \ 

. L * uncei *t. O heauens, this is my true begotten Father, who be- 
ing more then find blinde, high grauell blind?, knowes me not, I 

will try confufions with him. 

to M^der^ew? ' V ° UnS Gent,eman « I P ra y y ou which is the way 

Lmnctlef. Tunic vp on your right hand at the next turning, 
but at the next turning of all on your left v marry at the very next 

? U1 nrng tume of no hand, but turne downe indirc&lv to the lewes 
houfe. J 



Cjobbo. BeGodsfontiestwill beahardway to hit, canyoutcli 



tnc 



Lmcd et ‘ .. ./i r ir but a poa*c mans Sonne, his Father 

Gobbo. No Maid » J. p 00 reman, and God bee 
though I fay’ns an honed excevdm 0 y 

bewha, a Will, wee * ofyoung 

W &e to and <wt«- 

Faihcr, for l J“OT8'^^^“l^dfi>cb(»uncV«of 

^ItSyCod forbid , tbc boy wa..hc very BA ofnry 

•KKffBS ilooke liUe a cudgyll or a honcll poll, aOaff., 
or a prop t doe you know me F ather. . unff Gentleman, 

Gobbo. Alaeke the day, 1 kuo ) hiVfoule aliueor 

but I pray you tell nice, is my boy GOD red ms tou 

^Uweltf. Doe you not know me Father. 

Gobbo. Alack fir l am fand blind, 1 ^ know you not. ^ 

Urn,!*,. Nay, indeed. if t5°M y fStoow«b5 ovvnt 
of the knowing mee $ ins a wife Fa, r onnc eiue 

. childe. Well, olde man, I will tell you newes of > our 

mee yourblcifing, tructh will come to Ug , truethwill 

liiddc long, i mnnes Sonne may.butm the ende truetnvvu 

°%bo. Pray you fir (land vp , I am fure you arc not Lamcekt 
my boy. 
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He crnicaR BtTforie of 
Umce. Pray you let’s haue no more fooling about it U • 
mceyour blefrng: lam / auncelet yom boy that was 
that is, your child that frail be. Y * a5 ’> OUt fonn e 

(job. I cannot thinke you are my fonne. 

Lame I know not what 1 frail think of that : but I am 
Mrclmruman, rurdlamfure wif eis ^t 

Gib. Her nam e is Margerie indeede, ile be fworne if thou U 
Lamcelet thou art mine owne flefr and blood: Lord w or fr 
might he be, what a beard haft thou got 5 thou haft gotmoie hi 
on thy chinne, then Dobbin my phHhorfe hafe on Ins taile * 

Lamce. It frould feeroe then that Dobbins taile grow* back 

- gob. Lord how art thou changd : how dooft thou and thy jfr. 
fter agree, I hauc brought him a prefent 5 how gree you now > 
Lamce. Well, well, but for mine owne part, as I hauc fet vp my 
reft to runne away,fo I will not reft till I haue runne fome -round- 
my Maifter s a very Iewe, giue him a prefent, giue him a Walter 1 

^ri£^ a fr^T fCrU,C 5'/° U may tel1 cuer y finger I hauc with 

^ -°J 'a C ° mC ’ S ' UC ™ C y ° Ur P rcfent ,0 

“ >l ” mfa ' her - 

* o 

Ertter Baflanio with a follower or two, 

rr% doe c fo > ^ u / let «he fohafted that fupper be rea- 
dy at frefartheft by fiueofthe clocke : fee thefe Letters deliuered, 

put ic y uerics to making, and defire Graiiane to come anone to 
sny lodging. 

Lamce. T o him Father, 
gob. God blefte your vvorftiip. 

Vaf- Gramercie, woddft thou ought with me. 

6 obbe. Heere’s my fonnefir, a poore boy. 

£ N , ot h°y hr, but the rich Iewes man that would 

to as my Father frail fpccific 

dob»‘ 



— ■ — the mevcimryj rmrerr- “ 

It f “ 0 ' ' hc!| ' WC ‘ & ha,K 

* >X^Sr°“' worfiiips rcocrence) arc 

icarcecaKrcofins. ■ ^ truth is, tbatthclewe hauing done 

ofDoues Aatlwould bellow vppon 

r°“ brirfcfSre is impertinent to my felfe, as your 

J£p Ml know by .bis boneft old man. and though 1 fay rt, 
worm p c man my Father. 

th °Baf One fpeake for both, what would you ? 

defeft of the matter fir. 

Si I know thee well, thou haft obtaind thy futc, 

Shylocks thy Maifter fpoke with me tins day, - 
And hath preferd thee, it it be preferment 
To leave a rich Iewes feruice, to become 

fter Shjhcke and you fir, you haue the grace of God fir, andhee 

fpeakft it well ; goe Father with thy Sonne 
Take ieaue of thy old Maifter, and enquire 
My lodging out, giue him a Lyuenc 
More yarded then his fellowes : fee it done. 

flownc . Father in, I cannot get a fermce.no, I hauenere a tong 
in my head, wel : if any man in Italy haue a fayrer table which 
dooth offer to fweare vpon a booke, I frail haue good fortune; 
-oe too, heere’s a fimple lync of life, hccres a fmall tryfle of wiues, 
alas, fifteene wiues is nothing, ? leuen widdowes and nine maydes 
is a fnnple commingin for one man, and then to fcape drownm- 
thrice, and to be in pcrrill ofmy life with the edge of a featherbed, 
heere are fimple fcapes : vvell.ifFortunebea woman fresagood 
wench for this gere : Father come, ile take my leauc ofthe Iewe in 
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rStl Pt V hee f^f*«*r* think# on this, 

Thefe thins being bought and orderly bcftowed 

ReturnemU for I doe fcaft to night 

My bcft cftcctnd acquaintance, hie thee-goe. 

My befl cnd «wu«rnall bedonc hccrein. SmlmH, 
r ■ t«i . ZnterGmitm. 

Cmu Where syourMaifter. 

****** Yonder fir he walkc*. 

Crati. Signior “Safjhuo, 

Bajf. Cj rattans. 

Gra. 1 haue fuiclo you. 

Bajf You haucobfaindit, 

$ 

Thou f « to wild, to ratio, and bold ofvoycef ’ 

Parts tnat become thee happily enough, ' 

Andin fuch eyes as ours appear# nor fruits 

Uue where thou art not known# $. why there they (how 

Somthing too hbcrall, pray thcc take pain# ' 

To ai ay with from# cold drops oiJefiie 

Thy skipping fpint lcafi through thy wild behauiour 
frbemifconftred in the place I go# to. 

And Joolc ray hopes. 

xrrr t Signor Bajfam, hears me, . 

Ytl doe not put on Met habit#, 

Taike with refpea, and fweare but now and than, 

V, cat e prayer bookes m my pocket, lock# demurely 
Nay qjorer while graccisfaying hopd mine eyes Y ' 

vfel h 7 r haf > and %h ami fay amen : 5 
V (c all the oblcruancc ofciuiUity 

Like one well ftudied in a fad client 

T %$r\KM ' r " n ““=■ 

W' W w * (Ml fee your bearing. 

By what wed oe tonight; ^ y ° U &aI! m && nic 
M' N® that were piety, 

. I would 



Exeunt* 



— we merchant oj v aimer 

/ would intreate you rather to put on 
Your boldefl: futc ofmirth .for we haue friends 
That purpofe merriment : but far you well, 

1 c r! f Andl mud to Lorenfo and the reft, 

But wc will vifitc you at fupper time. 

Enter Ieffica and the Clorvne . v 

Mca. I am forry thou wilt leque my Father fo. 

Our houfc is hell, and thou a merry deurll 
Oidll rob it of fome taft of tedioufnes, 

Butfar thee well, there is a ducat for thee, 

And Lamcelet, foone at fupper fhalt thou Ice 
Lorenfo , who is thy new Maifters guelr, 

Giue him this Letter , doe it fecretly , 

And fo farwell : I would not haue nay rather 

See me in taike with thee. . C1 in 

flowne. Adiew, teares exhibit my tongue, moft beautifull 1 a- 
gan, mod fwectc Iewe, if a Chriftian doe not play the knaue and 
Set thee, /am much deceaued -,but adiew, thefe foolilh drops doc 
fomthing drowne my manly fpirit : adiew. 

'jejfica. Farwell good LaunceleU 
Alack, what heynousfinne is it in me 
To be afhamed to be my Fathers child. 

But though 7 am a daughter to his blood ^ 

I am not fo his manners : 6 Lorenfo 
Yf thoukeepe promife / fhall end this ftrife. 

Become a Chriftian and thy louing wife. 

Enter gratiano , Lorenfo, Salary no, and S alamo. 

L oren . Nay, we will flinke away in (upper time, 

Difguife vs at my lodging, and returne all in an hourc. 

gratia. We haue not made good preparation. 

S atari. We haue not (poke vs yet of Torch-bearers, 

SoUnio . Tis vile vnlefle it may be quaintly ordered;, 

And better in my mindenot vndertooke. 

Loren . Tis now but foure of clocke, we haue two houres 

To 






Exit • 




To furntfh vs 5 friend Lamcelet whats the newes, 

Lamcelet. And it ilia! plcafe you to breake vp this, it flial feeraj 
toiignifie. 

Loren. I know the hand, in faith tis a faite hand, 

And whiter then the paper it writ on 
Is the fairehand that writ. 

Gratia. Loue, newes in faith. 

Lamce. By your leaue fir. 

Loren. Whither go eft thou. 

Lame. Marry fir to bid my old Maifter the It we to fup to night 
with my new Maifter the Chriftian. 

Loren. Hold heerc take this, tell gentle IeJJica 
/will not fade her, fpeake it priuatly, 

Goe Gentlemen, will you prepare you for this maske to night, 

I am prouided of a Torch-bearer. Exit [tome, 

Sal. / marry, ilc be gone about it ftraite. 

Sol. And fo will/. 

Loren. Meete me and Jjratiam at G ratimos lodging 
Some hourc hence. 

Sal. Tis good we doe fo. Exit, 

(jratia. Was not that Letter from faire lejjtca. 

Loren. I mud ncedes tell thee all, flic hath chrerted 
Howl fhall fake her from her Fathers ho life, 

What gold and iewels fhe is furnilht with, 

What Pages fute fhe hath in readmes, 

Yfere the lewe her Father come to heauen, 

Y t will be for his gentle daughters fake. 

And neuer dare misfortune crofle herfootc, 

Vnlefle fhe doc it vnder this cxcufe. 

That fhe is iftiie to a faithlefle lewe : 

Come goe with me, pervfe this as thou goeft, 

Faire fejjica fhall be my T arch-bearer. Exit. 

Enter lewe and bis man that was the Clowne. 

lewe. Well, thou flralt fee, thy eyes fhall be thy iudge, 

The difference of old Shjlocke and Baffanio 5 
What lejftca, thou flialt not gurmandize 



As 



the Merchant of vmce. 

thou haft done with mee : what IeJJica, 

(top., and (bore, and .end appa.ra.lc Out 

Why JeJJicalhy- 

frwhob^call i 1 do. no. bid <b=c call. 

Clow. Your vvorfhip was wont to tell me, 

I could doe nothing without bidding. 

Enter IeJJica. 

Jeflica. Call you ? what is your will i 
Shy. I am bid forth to topper IeJJica, 

There are my keyes : but wherefore fhould ^ goe * 
l am not bid for loue, they flatter me, 

But yet He goe in hate, to feede t-pon 
The prodigall Chriftian. IeJJica my girle, 
looke to my houfe, / am right loth to goe, 

There is fome ill a bruing towards my reft. 

For I did dreame of money baggs to night. 

(Jlmne. 1 befeech you fir goe, my young Maifter 
doth expert your repfoch. 

Shy. So doe /his. 

Clowne. And they haue confpired together , / will not fay 
you fhall fee a Maske, but ifyou doe, then it was not for nothing 
that my nofe fell a bleeding on black monday laft, at fixe a docke 
ith morning, falling out that yeerc on aftiwenfday was fourc v ecrc 
in thafternoone. 

Shy. What are there maskes ? hearc you me IeJJica, 
lock vp my doores, and when you heare the drumme 
and the vile repealing of the wry-neckt Fiffe 4- 

clamber not you vp to the cafements then 
Nor thruft your head into the publique ftrccte 
To gaze on Chriftian fooles with varnifht faces s 
But flop my houfes eares, / mcanc my cafemaits, 
let not the found of fhallow fopprie enter 
my fbber houfe. By Jacobs ftaffe I fwcarc 
i haue no minde offeafting forth to night : 
but 1 will goe : goe you before me firra, 
lay/ will come. 



D. 
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Clowns. I will goc before fir. 

Miftres looke out at window for all this, 
there will come a Chrifiian by 
will be worth a Icwes eye. 

Shy I. What fayes that foole of Hagars ofspring ? ha. 
Lejfica . His words were farewell miftris, nothin^ els. * 
Shy. The patch is kinde enough, but a hu»c feeder 
Snaiie flow in profit, and he fleepcs by day 
more-then the wild-cat: drones lime not with me, 
therefore / part with him. and part with him \ 

to one that 1 would haue him helpe to waft 
his borrowed purfe. Wei V/eJpca goe in, 
perhaps I will returne immediatlic, 
do as i bid you, (liut dores after you, fa ft bind/aft find, 
a prouei be neuer ftale in thrifiie minde. Lxu. 

lef. Farewell, and ifmy fortune be not croft, 

I hauc a Father, you a daughter loft. jy x ' tU 

Enter the maskers, Grattano and Salerino . 
Grat. This is the penthoufe vnder which Lorenzo 
defired vs to make Hand. » 

Sal. His howre is almoft paft. 

Gra. And it is rneruaile he out-dwells his howre, 
for louers eucr runne before the clock e. 

Sal. O tenne times fofler Venus pidgions ffie 
to feale loues bonds new made, then they are wont 
to keepe obliged faith vnforfaited. 

gra. That euer holds': vt'ho rifeth from a feaft 
With that keene appetite that he fits downeJ _ 
where is the horfe that doth vntiead againe 
his tedious meafures witJi the vnbated fire 

that he did pace them firft: all things that are 

are with more fpirit chafed then enioyd. 

How like a younger or a prodigall 
theskarfed harke puts from her natiuc bav 
hugd a*nd embraced by the ftrumpet wind, 
how like the prodigall doth flie returnc 
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Wercfiani of f Tmce. 

with ouer-wetherd sibbs and ragged fades 
Jeanc, rent, and beggerd by the ftrumpet wind ? 

Enter Lorenzo, 

Sal, Heerc conies Lorenzo , more of this hereafterc 
Lor. Sweet freends, your patience for my long abode 

not I but my affaires haue made you waite: 

when you fhall pleafe to play the tbeeucs for wiucs 
lie watch as long for you then : approch 
- here dwels my father lew. Howe whofe within? 

' lejfica aboue. 

Je$. Who arc you ? tell me for more certainty. 

Albeit He fweare that 1 doc know your tongue. 

Lor. Lorenzo and thy loue. 
lejfica. Lorenzo certaine, and my loue indeed, 
for who loue I fo much 5 and now who knowes 
but you Lorenzo whether I am yours ? 

Lor. Heauen&thy thoughts are wifnes that thou art. 
lef. Heerc catch tiiis casket, it is worth the paincs, 

I am glad tis night you doe not looke on me, 
for I am much aihamde of my exchange : 

But loue is blinde, and louers cannot fee 
The pretty follies that themfclucs commit, 
for if they could, C«/>;dhimfelfe would blufh 
to fee me thus tranf formed toa boy. 

Lor. Defcend, for you tnuft be my torch-bearer, 
lef. What, tnuftl hold a candle to my ftiames, 
they in themfelucs goodfooth are too too light. 

Why, tis an office of difeouety loue, 
and I fhould be obfeurd. 

Lor. Soareyoufweet 

eucn in the louely garnifh of a boy, but come at once, 
for the dole night doth play the runaway, 
and we arc (laid for at SBajfanioj feaft. 

lef. I will make fort the doores & guild my felfe 
with fomc mo ducats, and be with you ftraight. 
gra. Now by my hoode a gentle, and no lew. 

Lor. Befhrowaiebutlloueherhartilie, 
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For Hie is wife, if / can iudge of her, 
and fane flic is, if that mine eyes be true, 
and true the is, as flic hath proou’dherfelfe : 

And therefore like her felfe, wife, faire, and true, 
fliall /he be placed in my conflant foulc. Enter lejjica. 
What, art thou come, on gentleman, away, 
our masking mates by this time for vs flay. Exit. 

Enter Anthonio. 

tAn. Whole there? 

(J/'d. Signior tsfntbonio * 

Axth. Fie, fie Gratiano, where are all the reft ? 

Tis nine a clocke, our friends all ftay for you, 

No maske to night, the wind is come about 
'Bitflawo prefently will goe abord, 

I haue fent twentie out to feeke for you. 

Gra. I am glad ont, I defire no more delight 
then to be vnderlaile, and gone to night. Exeunt. 

. Enter Portia with Morrocho and both 
theyr traines. 

'T’or. Goe, draw afide the curt aines and dilcouer 
the feuerall caskets to this noble Prince : 

Now make your choyfe. 

Afer. This firft of gold, who this inlcription beares, 
Whochoofeth me, /hall gaine what many men defire. 
The fecond filuer, which this promife carried 
Who choofeth me, /hall get as much as he deferues, 
This third, dull lead, with warning all as blunt, 

Who choofeth me, mall giue and hazard all he hath. ~ 
How /hall I know if I doe cboofe the right ? 

Por. The one of them containcs my pidure Prince, 
ifyou choo/e that, then f am yours withall. 

tjlfor. Some God direft my judgement, let me fee, 

I will furuay th inferiprions, back againe* 

What faies this leaden casket ? 

Who choofeth me, mud giue and hazard all he hath, 
Muft giue, for what ? for lead, hazard for lead ?■ 

This casket threatens men that hazard all 
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be Mercucwi vj * emce. 

doe it in hope ^ airc ac ^ uanta § c ?, { f , 

A golden minde fto.opes not to ftowesofdrofTe, 

Heathen nor giue nor nazard ought foi lead. 

What fayes the filuer with her virgin hue 2 
Who choofeth me, flial get as much ashc defeiues, 
As much as he deferues, paufe there UWorocho, 
and weigh thy valew with an euen hand, 

If thou beeft rated by thy eftimation 
thou dooft deferue enough, and yet enough 
May not extend fo farre as to the Ladie : 

And yet to beafeard of my deferring 
were but a weake difablmg of my felfe. 

As much as / deferue, why thats the Ladie. 

9 doe in birth deferue her, and in fortunes, 
in graces* and in qualities of breeding, 
but more then the/e, in loue / doe dc/erue, 
what if 1 ftraid no farther, but chofe heere ? 

Lets fee once more this faying grau’d in gold: 

Who choofeth me (hall gaine what many men dehre : 
Why thats the Ladie, all the world deiires her. 

From thefbure corners of the earth they come 
to kifle this fhrine, this mortall breathing Saint. 

The Hircanion deferts, and the vaftie wildes 
Of wide Arabia are as throughfares now 
' for Princes to come view faire Portia. 

The wa eerie Kingdom c> whole ambitious head’ 

Spets in the face of heauen, is no barre 
To flop the forrainefpirit$,but they come 
as ore a brooke to fee faire c Portjpi. 

One of thefe three containes her heauenly pifturc. 

/ft like that leade containes her, twere damnation 
to thinke fo bale a thought, it were too grofle 
to ribb her ferecloth in the obfeure grauc, 

Or (ball I thinke in filuer fhees immurd 
becingtenne times vndervalewed to tride gold, 

O (inful thought, neuer fo rich a /cm 

vvasfet in worfe then gold. They haue in England 
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TDecomcSit Htitone of~ 

A coync that bcarcs the figure of an Angcll 
ftampt in gold, but fhats infculpt vpon : 

But hcercan Angell in a golden bed 
lies all within. Deliuermcthelcey; 
hecre doc 1 choofe, and thriue I as I may. 

'Ter. There take it Prince, and ifmy forrpe lie there 
then I am yours* 

Mor. O hell ! what haue wee heare, a carrion death, 
within whofe emptie eye there is a written fcroule, 
lie rcade the writing. 

zAll that glitters is not gold. 

Often haue you heard that told. 

Many a man his life hath fold 
'But my out fide to behold, 

Guilded timber doe wormes infold : 

Had you beene as wife as bold. 

Young in limbs, in iudgement old, 

T cur aunfwere had not beene infer old, 

T areyoHmcll,your fute is coldi 

Mor. Cold indeede and labour loft. 

Then farewell heate, and welcome froft : 

Tortia adievv, 1 haue too grecu’d a hart 

To takea tedious leaue: thus looters part. Sxit. 

' Tor. A gentle riddance, draw the curtaines, go, 

Let all of his complexion choofe me fo. Fxeunt. 

Enter Salarino and Souwio. 

Sal. Why man I faw Bajfanio vnder fayle, 
with him is Gratiano gone along 5 
and in theyr fhip I am furc Loreto is not. 

Sola. The viljaine lew with outcries raifd the Duke, 
who went with him to fearch Bajfantos fiiip. 

Sal. He came too late, the Ihip was vndcrlaiie. 

But there the Duke was giuen to vnderftand 
that in a Gondylo were feene together 
Lorenzo and his amorous Jtjfeca. 

Befides, oAnthonio certified the Duke 
they were not with Bajjdnio in his Ihip. 



1 tbe Merchant cfTemce. 

Sol. 1 neuer heard a pafsion fo c onfufd. 

So Itrange, outragious, and fo variable 
asthe do“ ge lew did vtter in the ftreets, 

Mv daughter, 6 my ducats, 6 my daughter. 

Fled with aChriftian, 6 my Chriftian ducats. 

Iuftice, the law.tny ducats, and my daughter, 

A fealed bag, two fealed bags cl ducats 
of double ducats, ftolne/rom me by my daughter, 
and lewels two ftones, two rich and precious ftoncs, 
Stolne by my daughter : iuflicc, find the girle, 

{hee hath the Hones vpon her, and the ducats. 

Sal. Why all the boves in Venice follow him, 
crying his Hones, his daughter, and his ducats. 

Sola. Let good Anthomo looke he keepe his day 
orhefhal! pay for this. 

Sal. Marry well remembred, 

I reafond with a Frenchman yefterday, 
who told me, in the narrow feas that part 
the French and EngliHi, there mifearied * 
a vedell of our country richly fraught : 

1 thought vpon Anthonio when he told me, 
and wilht in filence that it wer^not his. 

Sol. You were beH to tell Ant homo what, you heare, 
Yet doe notfuddainely,for it may greeuc him. 

Sal. A kinder gentleman treades not the earth, 

I law Bajfanio' and e ydnthcnio part, 

Baffanio told him he would make feme fpeede 
of his returne : he aunfwercd, doe not fo, 

Humber not bufines for my fake Bajfanio, 
but Hay the very riping of the time, 
and for the /ewes bond which he hath of me 
let it not enter in your minde of loue : 
be merry', and implov your cheefeft thoughts 
to court/hip, and fuch faire oftents of louc 
,as Oiallconuenicntly become you there, 

And eucn there his eye being big with reares, 
turning his face, he put his hand behind him, 
and with affettion wondrous fencible 
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" l Recdttttcdll Tffifffie oj 

He wrung hand, and fo they parted. 

Sol. ■ /thinke hec onely loues the world for him, 

I pray thee let vs goe and finde him out 
and quicken his embraced heauines 
with fome delight or other. 

Sal. Doe we lo. Exeunt. 

Enter 7{em(fa and a Seruiture. 

Ner. Quick, quick I pray thee, draw the curtain ftrait, 
The Prince of Arragon hath tane his oath, 
and comes to his election prcfently. 

Enter zArrogon, his trayne, and Portia. 
Tor. Behold, there Band the caskets noble Prince, 
yf you choofe that wherein I am containd 
ftraight fhall our nuptiall rights be folemniz’d : 
butifyou faile, without morelpeech my Lord 
you mufl be gone from hence immediatly. 

zArra. I am enieync! by oath to obferue three things, 
Firft, neuer to vnfold to any one 
which casket twas I chofe 5 next, if 1 faile 
of the right casket, neu er in my li fe 
to wooe a maide in way of marriage : 

Jaflly.if/doe faile in fortune of my choylc, 
immediatly to leaueyou, and begone. 

Tor. T o thefe iniunchons euery one doth Lvearfi 
that comes to hazard for my worthleile felfe. 

zArr. And fo haue I addreft me, fortune now 
To my harts hope : gold, filuer, and bafe lead.- 
Who choofcth me, muft giue and hazard all he hath. 
You (hall looke fairer ere I giue or hazard. 

What fares the golden cheft, ha, let me fee. 

Who choofeth me, fhall gaine what many men defire, 
What many men defire, that many may be meant 
by the foole multitude that choofe by flrow, 
no? learning more then the fond eye doth teach, 
v/hich pries not to thinteriour, but like the Martlet / 



* We Merchant of Venice . 

Builds in the weather on the outward wall, 

Euen in the force and rode of cafualty. 

/ will not choofc what many men defirc, 

Becaufe I will not iumpe with common fpirits, 

And ranke me with the barbarous multitudes. 

Why then to thee thou filuer treafure houfc. 

Tell me once more what title thou dooft beare *, 

Who choofcth me fhall get as much as he deferues, 

And well fay de to $ for who fhall goe about 
To cofen Fortune, and be honourable 
without the ftampe of merrit, let noneprefume 
To wearc an vndeferUed dignity : 

0 that eftates, degrees, and offices, 

were not deriu’d corruptly, and that cleare honour . 
were purchaft by the merrit of the wearer, 

How many then fhould couer that (land bare? 

How many be commaunded that commaund ? 

How much lowpcafantry would then be gleaned 
From the true feede of honour ? and how much honour 
Pickt from the chaft and ruin of the times. 

To be new varnift 5 well but to my choife. 

Who choofeth me (hall get as much as he deferues, 

1 will afTume defert 5 giue me a key for this. 

And inftantly vnlocke my fortunes heere. 

Portia. Too long a paufe for that which you finde there. 
nArrag. What’s heere, the pourtrait of a blinking idiot 
Prefcnting me a fhedule, I will reade it s 
How much vnlike art thou to Tortia ? 

How much vnlike my hopes and my deferuings. 

Who choofeth me,fhall haue as much as he deferues ? 

Did I deferue no more then a foolcs head. 

Is that my prize, are my deferts no better ? 

Tortia. T o offend and iudge are diftin& offices, 

And ofoppofed natures. 
zArrag. What is heere? 

The fier feauen timet tried this. 

Seamen times tried that iudement is, - 
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The comicall Hiftorie of 

That did ncuer choofe amu. 

Some there be that Jh adore es kis. 

■ Such haue but a Jbadowes hits : 

T here be fooles alttte Iwis 
Siluerd o're> and fo was this. 

7 ake what wife you will to bed \ 

J will euer be jour head : 

So be gone, you arc fped. 

rrag , Still more foole I (hall appears 
By the time I linger heere, 

With one fooles head / came to woo. 

But I goe away with two. 

Sweet adiew, ile keepe my oath, 

PacicntlyVo bearc my wroath. 

Tortia. Thus hath the candle fingd the month? 
O thefe deliberate fooles when they doc choofej 
They haue the wifedome by their wit to loofc. 

Nerrijf The auncient laying is no herifie, 
hanging and wiuinggocs by deflinie. 

Portia. Come draw the curtaine Nerrijfa. 

Enter (JMefenger* 

Olfejf. Where is my Lady. 

Tortia. //cere, what would my Lord ? 

APeJf. Madame, there h a- lighted at your gate 
A young V enetian, one that comes before 
To figmfie th approching of his Lord, 

From whom he bringeth fenfible regreets ; 

To wit, (befides commends and curtioixs breath) 
Gifts of rich valiew 5 yet I haue not icenc 
So likely an Embailadorofloue. 

A day in Aprill neuer came fo fweete * 

To fhovv howcoiliy Sommer was at hand. 

As this foreTpurrer comesbcfore his Lord. 

P.ortia. No more I pray thee, I am halfe a-feard 
Thou wilt fay anone lie is foine kin to thee, 

Thou fpendiifuch high day wit in prayfing him : 



Exeunt* 
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We WeTclwii of VemcT. 

Come come ^erryjfa, for I long to fee 
Quick Cupids Poll that comes fo mannerly. 

Nerryf 'Bajfanio Lord, loue if thy will it be. 

Solamo and alarino . 

, Solano. Now what newes on theRyal.to ? 

c Mri Why yet it liues there vncheckt,that Anthomo hath a fhip 
of rich lading wrackt on the narrow Seas , the Goodwins 1 thinke 
d cv call the place, a very dangerous flat, and fatal!, where the car- 
cafles of many a tall fliip he buried, as they fay, if my goffip report 

bean honeft woman of her word. 

Solaria. I would (he were as lying a goflip in that, as euer knapt 
Ginger, or made her neighbours beleeuc flic wept for the death of 
a third husband : but it is true, without any flips of prolixity, or 
eroding theplaine high way of talkc , that the good Am homo, the 
hon efUAnthonio * 6 that /had a eyrie good enough to keepe his 
name company. 

Salari. Come, the full flop. , . . n „. 

Solano. Ha, what fayefl thou, why the end is, he hath loft a fhip. 

Salari. /.would it might proue the end of his loflh. 

Solano. Let me fav amen berimes, lead the deuil crofleroy prai- 
er, for heere he comes in the likenes of a It we. How novAT hy locks, 
what newes among the Merchants ? Enter Shylocke. 

thy. You knew", none fo well, none fo well as you, of my daugh- 
fersflight. 

Salari. Thafs certaine,/ for my part knew the Taylor that made 
the wings (he.flew withal!. . 

Solan. And Shylocke for his own part knew the bird was flidge, 
and then it is the complexion ofthemall toleaue the dam. 

Shy. She is damnd for it. 

Salari. Thats certaine, if the deuill may be her Iudge. 

Shy. My owne flclb and blood to rebell. 

Sola. Out vponit old carrion, rebels it .at thefe yeeres. 

Shy. 1 fay mv daughter is my flefli and my blood. 

Salari. There is more difference betweene thy flefli andhers, 
then betweene /cc and uorie, more betweene your bloods, then 
there is betweene red wine and rennifh : but tell vs, doe yotthcarc 
Whether Anthomo haue had any lofle at fea or no f 

£ z Shy. There 
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Shy. There I haue another bad match, a bankrout, a prodi» a n 
who dare fcarce fhewe his head on the Ryalto , a begger that® ’ 
vfd to come fo fmug vpon the Mart let him looked his bond 
he was wont to call me vfurcr, lethimlooketohis bond, heew ’ 
wont to lende money for a Chriftian curfie , let himjooketok 
bond. 

Salari. Why I am fure if he foi faite, thou wilt not take his fled, 
what’s that good for 2 ’ 

Sbyl. Tobaitefiftiwithall, if it will feede nothing elfe.itwill 
feede my reuenge; hee hath difgrac’d me, and hindred me halfe a 
million, laught at my lodes, mockt at my gaines, fcorned my N a . 
tion, thwarted my bargaines, cooled my friends, heated mine end 
mics, and whats his reafon, Iamalevve: Hath not a Iewe eyes. 
• hath not a Iewe hands, organs, dementions, fences, affeflions, pat 
fions, fed with the fame foode, hurt with the fame weapons,’ fub- 
ieft to the fame difeafes, healed by the fame mcancs, warmed and 
cooled by the fame Winter and Sommer as a Chridian is : if you 
pricke vs doe we not bleede, if you tickle vs doe wee notlau»h, if 
you poyfon vs doe wee not die, and ifyou wrong vs (hall wee not 
reuenge, if we are like you in the reft, we will referable you in that, 
Ifa Iewe wrong a Ghriftian, what is his humillity, reuenge 2 Ifa 
C hriftian wrong a Iewe, whatihould his fufferance be bv Chrifti- 
an example, why reuenge 2 The villanie you teach me I will exe- 
cute, and it fhall goc hard but I will better the inftruttion. 

. Enter a man from Anthonio. 

Gentlcftien, my maifter Anthonio is at his houfe , and defiresft 
Ipeake with you both. 

S alert, W e haue becn^ vp and do wne to fecke him. 

Enter Tuball. 

Solanio. Heere comes another of the Tribe, a third cannot bee 
anatcht, vnlcfle the deuill himfelfe turns Iewe. Exeunt Gentlemen, 
Enter Tuball. 

Shy. How now Tuball, whatnewes fromGenowa, haft thou 
found my daughter 2 

Tuball. I often came where I did heare of her,, but cannot fintk 
her,. 

■ Sifr 



" - the MeYilhuth Jp"e/*th, 

Shv'och. Why there, there, there, there, a di^mond |one coft me 
Jothoufand ducats in Franckford, the curfe neucr fell vpon our 
Nation till now, I neuer felt it till nowe, two thoufand ducats 
that.Sc other precious precious iewels 5 1 would my daughter were 
dead at my foote.and the iewels in her care : would fh.e were hearft 
at my foote, and the ducats in her coffin : no newes of them, why 
fo 2 and I know not whats fpent in the fe arch ; why thoulofte vp- 
on Ioffe, the theefe gone with fo much, and fo much to finde the 
theefe, and no fatisfaSion, no reuenge, nor no ill lucke ftirring but 
what ligh ts a my fhoulders, no fighs but a my breathing, no teares. 

but a my (bedding. . 

Tuball. Yes, other men haue ill lucke to, Anthonio as I heard 

in Genowa 2 

Shy. What, wlyt, what, ill lucke, ill lucke. 

Tuball. Hath an Argofie caft away corammg from Tripoli*. 
Shy. I thank God,/ thank God, is it true, is it true. 

Tuball. /fpoke with fbme of the Saylers that cfcaped the wrack. 
Shy. I thank thee good T uball , good newes, good newes : ha ha, 

heere in Genowa. . , 

Tuball. Your daughter fpent in Genowa, as I heard, one night 

fourefcore ducats. 

Shy. Thou ftickfta dagger in me, I ftiall neuer fee my golda- 
gaine, foure fcore ducats at a fitting, foure fcore ducats, 

T uball. There came diuers ofiAnthonios creditors in my com- 
pany to Venice, that fweare, he cannot choofe but breake. 

Shy. I am vety glad of it, ilc plague him , ile torture him, / am 
glad of it. 

T uball. One of them fhewed mee a ring that hee had of your 
daughter fora Monky. ~ - 

Shy. Out vpon her, thou tortureft mce Tuball, itwasmyTur.- 
kies, lhad it of Leah when I was a Batcheler : I would not haUe 
giuenitfor a WildernesofMonkics. 

Tuball. But i/fnthonio is certainly vndone. 

Shy. Nay, that’s true, that’s very true, goe Tuball fee me an Offi- 
cer, befpeake him a fortnight before, I will haue the hart of him if 
heforfeite, for were he out of Venice I can makg what merchan- 
dize I will : goeTa&t//, and mecte me at our Sinagogue, gee good 

E 3 00 Tuball, 
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T uball, at our Sinagoguc T uball. Exeunt, 

Enter Bajfanio, Tortia, gratiano, and all 
their tray net. . 

Portia. I pray you tarry, paufe a day or two 
Before you Hazard, for in choofing wrong 
/loofe your companie 5 therefore forbeare a while, 
Thercs fomerning tells me (but it is not loue) 

I would not loofe you, and you know your felfe. 

Hate counfailes not in fuch a quallity 5 

But lead you fhould not vnderfland me well, \ • 

And yet a mayden hath no tongue, but thought, 

1 would detaine you hecre fome moneth or two 
before you venture for me. I could teach you 
how to choofe right, but then I am forfwornej 
So will / neuer be, fo may you mifle me, 

But if you doe, youle make me wi /It a finne. 

That I had beeneforfworne: Bellirow your.eyes, 

They haue ore-Iookt me and deuided me. 

One halfeof me is yours, the other halfe yours, 

Mine ownc I wouldfay : but if mine then yours. 

And fo all yours 5 6 thefe naughty times 

puts barres berweene the owners and their right*. 

And fb,though‘yours, not yours, (proue it fo) 

Let Fortune goe to hell for it, not I. 

I fpeake top long; but tis to-peize the time. 

To cch it, and to draw it out in length, 

To Bay you from election. . 

Eajf. Let me choofe. 

For as I am, J liue vpon the racke. 

'Tor . Vpon the racke Baffanio, then confefle 
what treafpn there is mingled with your loue.- 
Bajf. None but that vgly treafon of miftruft, 1 

which makes me feare ch’inioyingof my Loue, 

There may as vyell be amity and life 
T wcene fhow and fire, as treafon and my loue. s 
Tor. I but I fearc you fpeake vpon the racke 
where men enforced doefpeake any thing. 
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.fie tterciwii ofTTmce. 
Balf. Promife me life, and ile confeffe the truth. 
Portia. Well then, confefle and liue. 

Baff. Confeffe and loue 
hadbeene the very fum of my confcffipn : 

0 happy torment, when my torturer 
doth teach me aunfweres for deliuerance : 

But let me to my fortune and the caskets. 

Portia. Away then, I am loekt in one ofthem. 

If you doe loue me, you will finds me out. 

Jtferrylfa and the reft, fland all aloofe. 

Let mufique found while he doth make his choy fe. 
Then if he loofe he makes a Swan-likc did. 

Fading in mufique. That the comparifon 

may Hand more proper, my eye /hall be the flrcamc 

and watry death-bed for him : he may win. 

And what is mufique than l Than mufique is 
cuen as the flourifh, when true fubieds bowe 
to a new crowned Monarch : Such it is. 

As are thofe dulcet founds inbreake of day. 

That creepc into the dreaming bridc-groomes eare, 
Andfiimmon him to marriage. Now he goes 
vvith no lefle prefence, but with much more loue 
Then young Alcides, when he didredeeme 
The virgin? tribute, payed by howling Troy 
To the Sea-monffer : I fland for facrifice, ' 

The red aloofe are the Dardanian vviues: 

With bleared vifages come forth to view 
The ifliie of th’exploit : Goe Hercules, 

Liue thou, I liue with much much more difmay, 

1 view the fight, then thou that mak’fl the fray. 

Song the whilst Bajfanio comments on the caskets 
to himfelfe . 






Tell me where isfancie bred 
Or in the hart, or in the head. 
How begot , how nonrijhed l 
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It it engendredin the eye, 

With gating fed, and Fancie diet : 
in the cradle where it lies 
let vs all ring Fancies hnell. 

He begin it. 

‘Ding, dong, bell. 

AH. c Dmg, dong, bell. 

Haf. So may the outward flhowes be lcaft thcmfclues, 
The world is {till deceau’d with ornament 
In Law, what plea fo tainted and corrupt, 

But being (eafon’d with a gracious voyce, 

Obfcures the (how of euill. In religion 
What damned error but fomc fbber brow 
will blcflc it, and approuc it with a text. 

Hiding the grofnes with faire ornament : 

There is no voyce fo fimple, but a flumes 
Some markcofvcrtue on his outward parts } 

How many cowards whofe harts are all as falfc 
As flayers of (and, wearc yet vpon their chins 
The beards of Hercules and frowning tJWars, 
who inward fcarcht, haue lyuers whiteas milke. 

And thefe a (Tu me but valours excrement 
To render them redoubted. Looke on beauty, 

And you fhall fee tis purchafl bythc Wight, 
which therein works a miracle in nature, 

Making them lightefl that weare mofl ofit : 

So are thofe crifped fnaky golden locks 
which maketh fuch wanton gambols with the wind 
Vpon fuppofed fairenes, often knowne 
To be the dowry of a fecond head, 

The fcull that bred them in the Sepulcher. 

Thus ornament is but the guiled fhore 
To a mofl dangerous fea : the beautious fcarfe 
vailing an Indian beauty ; In a word. 

The feeming truth which cunning times put on 
T o intrap the wifefl. Therefore then thou gaudy gold, 
Hard food for <JWidas, I will none of thee. 



■ rnriynrruMTTJj rrrmr: 

Mor none of thee thou pale and common drudge 
(vveencman and man : but thou, thou meager lead 
which rather threatenft then dofl promife ought, 
thv palcnes moues me more then eloquence, 
and hcere choofe I, ioy be the confequcnce. 

‘For. How all the other paffions fleet to ayre. 

As doubtfull thoughts, and rafh imbrac’d defpaire* 
And fhyddring feare, and greenc-eyed icaioulie. 

0 loue be moderate, allay thy extafic, 

In meafure raine thy ioy, fcant this excefic, 

1 fcele too much thy bleffing, make it Idle 
for fore /forfeit. 

Baf. What findelhcere? < * 

Faire. Tortias counterfeit. Whatjdemy God 
hath come fo neere creation i moue thefe eyes J 

Or whither riding on the balls of mine 

feerae they in motion ? Hecre arc feuerd lips 

parted with fuger breath, Co fwcet a barre 

fhould funder fuch fweet friends: hecre in her haircs 

the Paynter playes the Spyder, and hath wouen 

a golden mefh tyntrap the harts of men 

fafter then gnats in cobwebs, but her eyes 

haw could he fee to doc them ? hauing made one, 

me thinkesit fhould haue power to flcale both his 

and leaue kfclfevnfurnifht : Yetlooke how farre 

the fubflance of my praife doth wrong this fhadow 

in vnderpryfing it, fo farre this fhadow 

doth limpc behind the fubflance. Heeres thcfcroule, 

the continent and fummarie of my fortune. 

Tom that choofe not by the view 
Chmr.ce as faire, and choofe as true i 
Since this fortune falls to you, 

He content, and fiekg no new. 

If you be well pleafd with this', 
andboldyourfortmeforyotirbliffe, 

Turne you where your Lady is, 
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A gentle fcroulc ; Faire Lady, by your leauc, 

-1 come by note to giue, andtoreceaue. 

Like one of two contending in a prize 
That thinks he hath done well in peoples eyes ; 
Hearing applaufc and vniucrfall ihoute, 

Giddy in fpirit, 111!! gazing in a doubt 
whether thofc pealcs of praife be his or no. 

So thrice faire Lady (land l eucn lo, 

As doubtful! whether what I fee be true, 

Vntill confirmd, fignd, ratified by you. 

Tor. You fee me Lord Baffanio where I (land, 
fuch as I am ; though for my felfe alone 
I would not be ambitious in*iy wifh 
to wifh my felfe much better, yet for you, 

I would be trebled twentic times my felfe, 
a thoufand times more faire, tennethoufand times 
more rich, that ortely to Rand high in your account, 
I might in vertues, beauties, liuings, friends 
exceede account : but the full fumme of me 
is fume of fomething : which tofermein grofle, 
is an vnleffond girle, vnfchoold, vnpraftized, 
happy in this, fheis not yet fo old 
butfhe may learnc : happier then this, 
fhee is not bred fo dull but fhc can learne $ 
happieft of all, is that her gentle fpirit [ 

commits it felfe to yours to be directed, 
as from her Lord, her gouernour, her Kins:, 

My felfe, and what is mine, to you and yours 
is now conuerted. But now I was the Lord 
of this faire manfion, maifter of my fei uants, 
Queenc ore my felfe : and euen now, but now, 
this houfe, thefe feruaunts, and this fame my felfe 
are vours, my Lords, I giue them with this ring, . 
which when you part from, Joofe, or giue away. 

Jet it prefage the ruine ofyour loue, 
an d be my va n tngc to exclaime on y'ou. v 

'Bajf. Maddatn, you haue bereft me of all word*, 
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onely my blood fpeakes to you in my vaines, 
and there is fuch confufion in' my powers, 
as after fome oration fairely fpoke 
by a beioued Prince, there doth appearc 
among the buzzing pleafed multitude. 

Where euery fomthing becing Went together* 
turnes to a wild ofnofhmg, faue of ioy 
expreft, and not exprefl r but when this ring 
parts from this finger, then parts life from hence, 

0 then be bold to fay Bajfamos dead. 

Ner. My Lord and Lady, it is now our time 
that haue Roodc by and feeneour wifiies profper, 
to cry good ioy,good ioy my Lord and Lady* 

Graf My Lord Bafanio, and my gentle Lady, 

1 wifliyou all the ioy that you can wifh: 
for / am furc you can wifi) nbnefrom met i 
and when your honours meane to folemnize 
the bargains of your fayth : I doe befeech you 
cuen at that time I may be married eo. 

£ a£ With all my hart, fo thou canfl get a wife. 

Gra, 1 thanke your Lordlfiip, you haue got me oq* 
My eyes my Lord can looke as fwiftas yours t 
you faw the piiftres, I beheld the mayd I 
You lou'd, /lou’d for intermiflion, 

Ho more pertaines to me my lord then you j 
your fortune flood vpon the caskets there, ^ 
and fo did mine to as the matter falls s 
for wooing heere vntill / fwet againe, 
a; id fwearing till my very rough was dry 
with oathes of loue, at laR, if promife laft - 
I got a promde of this faire one heere - 
to haue her loue t prouided that your fortune ' 
atchiu’d her miRres. 

h this true Ncrrijfa ? 

A 7 er. Maddam it is, fo you Rand pleafd withalL 
And doe you (Jratiaan mtant good fayth ? 

GrA. YesfaitkrayLord. 
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&s>(f. Ourfeaft (lialbe much honored in your maria^c. 

Gra. W ele play with them the firtt boy for a thouland ducat? 

2^er. What and flake downe? 

Gra. No, we fhall nerc win at that fport and flake downe. 
But who comes heere iLorenzo and his infidcll 2 
what, and my old V enecian friend Salerio / 

Enter Lorenzo, lejfica, and Salerio a meflenger 
from Venice. 

’Bajfa. Lorenzo and Salerio , welcome hether, 
if that the youth of my newe intrefl heere 
haue power to bid you welcome: by your leaue 
I bid my very friends and countrymen 
fvveet Portia welcome. 

Por. So doe I my Lord, they are intirely welcome. 

Lor. I thanke your honour, for my part my Lord 
my purpofc was not to haue feeneyou heere, 
but meeting with Salerio by the way 
he did intreate me pad all faying nay 
to come with him along. 

Sal. I did my Lord, 

and I haue reafon for it, Signior Anthonie 
commends him to you. 

Bajf. Ere I ope his Letter 
I pray you tell me how my good friend doth. 

Sal. Not ficke my Lord, vnlefle it be in mind, 
nor well, vnlelTe in mind : his letter there 
will fhow you his efface. open the letter. 

gra. Nerrijfa, cheere yond flranger.bid her welcom. 
Your hand Salerio, what’s the newes from Venice ? 

How doth that royall Merchant good sAnthonio i 
I know he will be glad of our fuccefle, 

We are the Iafons, we haue wone the fleece. 

Sal. I would you had won the fleece that he hath lofl. 

P or. There are fome flirowd contents in yond lamepapef 
That fleales the colour from Baffanios cheekc, 

Some deere friend dead, elfc nothing in the world 
could turnefo much the conftitution 
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fwconftant man : what worfeand worfe i 
and 1 itmfl: freely haue the halfe of any thing 

thatthisfamepaperbringsyou. 

Bilf. Ofweetc GPortta, ' ■ 

heere are a few of the vnplcafanfft words 
that euer blotted paper. Gentle Lady 
when 1 did firft impart my oue to you, 

1 freely told you all the wealth I had 

ranne in my vaines, I was a gentleman, 

and then /told you true : and yet deere Lady 

rating my felfc at nothing, you fhall fee 

howmuch /was a Braggart, when I told you 

my flare was nothing, 1 fhould then haue told you 

that / was wor fe then nothing s for indeeck 

I haue ingag’d my felfe to a deere friend, 

ingag’d my friend to his meere encmie 

to fccclc my meanes. Heere is a letter Lady, 

the paper as the body of my friend, 

and euery word in it a gaping wound 

iffuing life blood. But is it true Salerio 

hath all his ventures faild, what not one hit, 

from Trip olis, from Mexico and England, 

from Lisbon, Barbary, and /ndia, 

and not one vefTell fcape the dreadfull touch 

of Merchant-marring rocks ? 

Sal. Not one my Lord. 

Befides, it fhould appeare, that ifhe had 
the prefent money to difeharge the lew, 
hee would not take it : neuer aid / know 
a creature that did beare the fhape of man 
fo keene and greedic to confound a man. 

Heplyes the Duke at morningand at night, 
and doth impeach the freedome of the ftate 
ifthey deny him iuftice. Twentie Merchants, 
the Duke himfelfe, and the Magnificoes 
ofgrcatefl port haue all perfwaded with him, 
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but none can driue him from the enuious plea 
of forfaiturc, ofiuftice, and his bond. 

fej/t. When i was with him, I baue heard him fwcare 
to Tubal! and to (fhxs, his countrymen, 
that he would rather haue tAnthomos fie/h * 
then twentie times the value of the fiimme 
that he did owe him : and I know my lord, 
iflaw, authoritie, and power denie not, 
it will goc hard with poore t/fnthomo. 

‘Tor. Is it your decre friend that is thus in trouble? 

Bajf. The decreft friend to me, the kindeft man, - 
thebeftconditiondand vnwearied fpirit > 

in dooing currcfies : and one in whoiri 
the auncient Romainc honour more appcarcs 
then any that drawes breath in /talie. 

For. What fumme owes he the lew ? 

Bajf. For me three thoufand ducats. 

Tor. What no more, pay him fix thoufand, &-dcface thebeni 
double fixe thpufanAana then treble that, 
before a friend of this difeription 
fhafilofc a haire through Bajfmioi fault. 

Firfl goc with me to Church, and call me wife, 
and then away to Venice to your friend s • 

Ibrneuer fhall you lie by Portias Me 
with an vnquiet fbulc. You Chali ha.uc gold 
to pay thepetty debt twenty times oner.. 

When it is payd, bring your true friend along, 
my mayd Nerrtffa> and my felfe meane time 
will liue as maydes and widdowesi come away, 
for you fliall hence vpon your wedding day ; 
bid your freends welcortie, fhow a merry cheerc, 
fincc you arc decre bought, I will louc you deem. 

But let me hcare the letter of your friend. 

Sweet Badanio , my fotps-kme ail mftamd , my Credit on grwi 
crttell, my epateif very low, my bond fa the leweisforfoite, da 

f aying it, it is impojsibk J footsld tine, ail debts are (lend favtitij* 
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jtiflwthtM fieyoxat my death: notwtBUrJmgvfe.yotirple^ 
fire, tfyoar loHedo not per/mdeyou to come, let not my letter. 

For. O loue ! difpatch all bufincs and be gone. 

Balf. Since / haue your good leaue to goe away, 

T will make haft ; but till I come againe, 

nobed fhall ere be guiltie of my flay, 

nor reft be incerpofer twixt vs twaine. 

Exeunt , 

Enter the Iew, xn&S*lerio, and <Anthonio, 
an Athc Iaylor. 

lew. Iaylor, looke to him, tell not me of mcrcie, 
this is the foole that lent out money gratis. 

Iaylor, looke to hi m. 

Ant. Heare me yet good Shylock. 

lew. He haue my bond, fpcake not againft my bond, 

I hatte fworne an oath, that I will haue my bond : 
thou caH’dft me dogge before thou hadft a caufe, 
but fince I am a dog, beware my phanges, 
the Duke /halldfraunt me iuftice, / do wonder 
thounaughtie /aylor that thou artfo fond 
to come abroade with him at his requeft. 

An. I pray thee heare me fpeake. 
lew. lie haue my bond. I will not heare thee fpcake, 
lie haue my bond, and therefore fpeake no more. 

Ik not be nudeafoft and dull cyde foole, 
to ftiake the head, relent, and figh, and yeeld 
to chriftian interceflers ; follow not, 
lie haue no fpeaking, /will haue my bond. 



■ 



Sol. Itis themoft impenitrable currc 
- that cuer kept with men. 

An. Let him alone. 

He follow him no more with bootlefTepraycrs. 



Exit lew. 
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hec feckcs my life, his rcafon well / know $ 

I oft dcliucrd from his lorfeytures 
many that haue at times made mone to me, 
therefore he hates me. 

Sal. I am furc the Duke will neuer grant 
tliis forfeiture to hold. 

mAn. The Duke cannot denie the courfc of law : 
for the commoditie that ftrangers haue 
with vs in Venice, if it be deny ed, 
will much impeach theiulfrce of the Rate, 
fince that the trade and profit of the cjtty 
confifleth of all Nations. Therefore goc, 
thefe griefes and loflcs haue fo bated me 
that / (hall hardly fpare a pound offlefh 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well Taylor on, pray God Baffanio come 

to fee me pay his debt, and then I care not. Sxttmi. 

Hnter Portia, Nernffa, Lorenzo, lejjica , and a 
man of ‘Tor Has. 

Lor, Maddam, although 1 fpeake it inyour prefetscej 
you haue a noble and a true conccitc 
of god-like araitie, which appeares rnoft ftrengly 
in bearing thus the abfencc of your Lord . 

But if you knew to whom you (how this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend rdeefe, - 
how deere a louer of my Lord your husband,' 

I know you would be prouder of the works 
then cuftomarie bountie can enforce you. 

'Tor, I neuer did repent for dooihg good, 
nor fhall not now : for in companions 
that doc conuerfe and waft the time together, 
vvbofefoules doc bearc an egall yoke ofloue, 
there muft be needes a like proportion 
of lyniaments, of manners, and of fpirit 5 
, vvhich makes me thinke that this tAntkom 
freeing the bofome louer of my Lord, 
mull needes be like my Lord. If it be fo, 
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How little isthc coftlbauebeftowed 
Krchafing thefemblance ofmy foulej 
K, out the ftate of hclhfh cruelty, 

T^comes too neere the pra.fing of my felfc, 

Therefore no more of it : heere other things 
Lorenfi I commit into your hands, 

The husbandry and mannage of my houfe, 

Vntill my Lords returne : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath d a fccret vowe. 

To liue in praver and contemplation, 

Onely attended by Tierrijfahcetc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords returne, 

There is a Monaftry two miles off. 

And there we will abide. I doe del; re you 
not to denie this impofition, 
the which my louc and foroc neccllity 

nowlayes vponyou. 

Lorenf. Madame, with all my hart, 

I (hall obey you in all faire commaunds. 

Per. My people doc already know my mmd. 

And will acknowledge you and JeJfic* 
in place of Lord 'Baffanio and my felfc. 

So far you well till wc fhall meetc againe. 

Lor. Faire thoughts and happy houres attend on you* 
hjfi. 1 wi/h your Ladtfhip all harts content. 

Tor, I thank you for your wifb, and am well plcafd 
to wifh it back on you s far you well jejjtca. Txtttnh 

Now 'Balthaler, as I haue cucr found thee honeft true. 

So let me find thee ftill : take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indeuour of a man, 

In fpeede to Mantua, fee thou render this 
into my cofin hands Doftor TSelarto, 

And looke what notes and garments he doth glue thee, 
bring them /pray thee with imagin’d (peede 
vnto the Traneft, to the common Ferric 
vvhich trades to Venice 5 waft no time in words 
but get thee gone, I fhall be there before thee. 
e 6 G. 
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Madam, I goe with all conuenicntfpeede. 

Portia Come on AcrriJJ'a, 1 haucworkcin hand ' 

That you yet know not of; wcele fee our husbauds 
before they thinkc of vs ? 

Nerrifa. Shall they fee vs ? 

Portia. They fliall ‘Eferrijfa : but in fuch a habitc, 
that they fhall thinke we are accomplished 
with that we lacke ; ile hold thee any wager 
when we are both accoutered like youncr men, 
ile proue the prettier fellow of the two, ° 
and weare my dagger with the braucr grace, 
and fpeake betweenc the change of man and boy. 
with a rcede voycc, and turnc two roinfing Reps 
into a manly ftride; and fpeake of fray es 
Hike a fine bragging youth : and tell quaint lyes 
how honorable Ladiesfought my loue, 
which I denying, they felfficke and dyed. 

1 could not doe withall: then ile repent, 
and with for all that, that I had not killd them } 

And twenty of thefe punielies ile tell, 
that men fhall fwearc I haue difeontinued fchoole 
aboue a twelue-moneth : I haue within my minde 
a thoufand raw tricks of thefe bragging lacks, 
which I willpraftife. 

Nerrtjf. Why, final! we turne to men ? 

‘ Portia . Fie, what a queftion’s that, 
if thou wertnerea lewd interpreter : 

But come, ile tell thee all my my .whole deuice 

when I am in my coach, which ftayes for vs 

at the Parke gate ; and therefore hall away, 

for we mull mcafure twenty miles to day. Exeunt. 

Enter CPowtie and^ejjica. 

Clorrne. Yes truly, for looke you, the finnes of the Fatficrareto 
belaid vpon the children, therefore I promife you, I feareyoa,! 
was alwaies plaine with you, and fo novy I fpeake my agitation of 
the matter : therefore bea good chere, for truly I thinke youarc 
damnd, there is but one hope in it that can doe you any good, and 

that 
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, • L«t a ktndc of baftard hope neither. 

And what hope is that I pray thee ? 
lejfica- Ana r , . that i 
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before, m as man> r pj 00 . s if W e grow all to be pork 

eaters, WC £»tcr Lorenzo. . ^ 

T m Tie tell mv husband Lamtelet what you fay,hcre he come . 
M grow icaltous ofyou Italy Uunekt, if you thus 

J/i. me flatly there’s no mercy for mee in hcauen, became 

ufihm, daugdr t and he layer you 

the common, wealth, for in cotmcrtmg IcwestoChnltans, you 

M £t^H'lhaH aunfweee that better to ibe contnron-wealtli than 
you can the getting vp of tire Negroes belly t tlreMoorers vyrth 

*CW°I ct’much that the Moore tald be mom then rea- 
fon r but if lire be leffe then an honed woman, (he is mdeedc more 

thcnltookeherfor. , , k t u 

Loren. How cucry foole can play vpon « he ^.^Seiow 

belt grace of wit will Ihortly turnc tnto filence, and difcou » 

commendable in none oncly butParrats: goe in firra, bid 

prepare for dinner ? , 

Clome. That is done fir, they haue all ftomacks ? 

Loren. Goodly Lord what aVit fnapper are you, than bid them 

prepare dinner ? — 
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flowne. That is done to fir, onely couer is the word. 

Loren. Will you couer than fir ? 

Clewne. Not fo fir neither, I know my duty. 

Loren. Yet more quarrelling with occafion, wilt thou fW, 
the whole wealth of thy wit in an inftanf, 1 pray thee vnderftand! 
plaine man in his plaine meaning : goe to thy fellowes, bid them 
couer the table, ferue in the mcate, and we will come in to dinner 
flowne. tor the table fir, it fhall beferu’din, forthemeatefir J 
lhall becouerd, foryour commingin to dinner fir, why lerit beas 
humors and conceites lhall gouernc. Exit (form 

Loren. O deare diferetion, how his words are futed, 

The foolc hath planted in his memorie 

an Armie of good words, and I doe know 

a many fooles that fland in better place, 

gamifht like him, that for a trickfie word 1 f' [ 

defic the matter : how cherft thou Iejpca, 

And now good fweet lay thy opinion, 

How doofl thou like the Lord Bajfanios wife ? 

lejfi. Part all exprefling, it is very meete 
the Lord Bajfanio Hue an vpright life 

For hauing fuch a blefling in his Lady, 
he findes the ioyes ofheauen hcere on earth. 

And if on earth he do.e not rncane it, it 
inrealonhefhouldneuercometoheauen ? 

Why, if two Gods fhould play fome heauenly match, 
and on the wager lay two eai tidy women. 

And Bortia one : there muff be fomthing elfe ' 

paund with the other, for the poore rude world _ 1 

hath not her fellow. 

Loren. Euen fuch a husband 
half thou ofme, as fhe is for wife. r 

lejfi. Nay, but aske my opinion to of that ? 

Loren. I will anone, firft let vs goe to dinner ? 
lejji. Nay, let mepraifeyou while 1 hauea ftomack? 

1 oren. No pray thee; let it ferue for table talke. 

Then how fb mere thou fpeakfl mong other things. 
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r rr Well ilc fet you forth. £**• 

Pn'er the T>uk£> the Magnificoes , Anthonio,Baf[amo, 
and Gratiano. 

male. What, is Anthonio heere ? 

Antho Ready, fopleafe your grace? 

il I am forty for thee, thou art come to aunfwcre 
a ftonie aduerfarie, an inhumaine wretch, 
vncapable ofpitty, voyd, and empty 

from any dram of mercie. 

Antho. Ihaueheard . 
vour -race hath tane great patnes to quaMe 
his rigorous courfe ; but fince he ftands obdurate, 
Andthat no lawfoll meancs can carry me 
out of his enuies reach, I doe oppofe 
my patience to his furie, and am armd 
to fuffer with a quietnes of fpirit, 

th ®2- "Soe one and'call the lew into the Court. 

Salerie. He is ready at the dore, he comes my Lord. 

Enter Shylocke* 

Duke. Make roome.and let him (land before our face. 
SWoc^the world thinks, and I thinke fo to 
that thou but leadeft this fafhion of thy mallice 
.to the laft houre of aft, and then tis thought 
thowlt fhew thy mercy and remorfe more Urange, 
than is thy ftrange apparant cruelty 5 
and where thou now exafts the penalty, 
which is a pound of this poorc Merchants Hcih, 
thou wilt not onely loofe the forfatture, 
but toucht with humaine gentlenesand louc t 
Forgiue a moy tie of the principall, 
glauncing an eye ofpitty on his lodes 
thathauc of late fdhudled on his backe. 

Enow to prefle a.royall Merchant downc 5 
And pluck comifcration of this ftates , 
frombraffiebofomes and rough hares of flints, 
from ftubborneTurkes, and Tarters neuer traind 
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to offices offender curtefie : • 

We ali expefta gentle aunfwere Tewc ? \ , 

I ewe. I hauc poflcft your grace of what I puftjoft, 
and by our holy Sabaoth haue I fwornc r 

to haue the due and forfet of my bond, 
ifyoudeiiy it, let the danger light 
vpon your charter and your Gtries fieedome ? 

Y oule aske me why I rather choofc to haue 
a weight of carrion flefh, then to receauc 
three thoufand ducats : He not aunfwcr that J 
But fay it is my humour, is it aunfwcrd ? 

What if my houfc be troubled with a Rat, 
and I be pleafd to giue ten thoufand ducats 
to hauc it baiud ? what, arc you aunfwerd yet ? 

Some men there arc louc not a gaping pi^ge ? 

Some that are mad if they behold a Cat i 
And others when the bagpipe tings ith nofc, 

cannot contains their vrine for affe/lion. 

JVjaiflers of paflion fivayes it to the moodc 
of what it likes or loathes, now for your aunfwen 
As there is no firms rcafon to berendred 
why he cannot abide a gaping pigge ? 
why he a harinelcfle neceffaric Cat ? 
why he a woollen bagpipe : but of force 
tnuft yecld to fuch in euitable fhamc, 
as to offend himfolfc being offended : 

So can I giue no rcafon, nofl will not, 
iporc then a lodgd hate, and a certaine loathing 
I beare tsfnthonto, that /follow thus 
a Idofing fute againft him ? are you aunfwered i 
This is no aunfwcr thou vnfoeling man, 
to CKcufe the currant of thy cruelty ? 
lave, /am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwers? 
Bajf. Doe all men kill the things they doe not louc ? 

/ewe. Hates any man theything he would not kill? 

BaJJ. Huery offence is not a hate at firft ? 

/rw. What wouldfl thou hauc a ftrpcnt fling thee twice? 
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/inth. 7 pray y oU tWnk >' ou <l ucft,on with the Awe, 

S S dfe mSo^d bate his ^ 

You may as well forbid the mountainc of Pines 
to wag their high tops, and to make no noife 
when they are fretten with the gulls of heauent 
You mav as well doe any thing moft hard 
asfeeke to (often that then which what s harder : 
his /ewifhhart ? therefore I doe befeechyou 
make no mdc offers, vfe no farther ineanes, 
but with all briefe and plaine conucniencie ^ 

Ut me haueiudgement, ahd the /ewe his will ? 

Baf For thy three thoufand ducats heerc is fixe ? 

Jew. Jfeuery ducat in fixe thoufand ducats 
were in fixe parts, and euery part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, / would hauc my bond ? 

Duk- How fhalt thou hope for mercy rendring none? 

Jew. What iudgment fhall / dread doing no wrong? 
you haue among you many a purchall fiaue, 
which like your Aflcs, and your Dogs and-Mules 
you vfe in'abieff and in flauiffi parts, 
becaufe you bought them, fhall / fay to you, 
let them be free, marry' them to your heircs ? 
why fweat they vnder burthens, let their beds 
be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
be feafond with fuch viands, you will aunfwer 
the flaucs are ours, fo doe / aunfwer you : 

The pound of flefh which / demaund of him: 
isdeerely bought, as mine and 1 will haue it : 
ifyou deny me, fie vpon your Law, 
there is no force in the decrees of V enicc .* 

1 Hand for iudgement, aunfwcr, fhall I haue it ? 

V pon my power / may difmillc this Court, . ' 
vnlcffe Bellario a learned Doflor, 
whom 1 haue fent for to determine this 
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Comeheere fo day ? 

Salerio. My Lord, hecre ftayes without 
a meflenger with letters from the Do&or, 
new come from Padua ? 

Duke. Bring vs the letters i call the Meflenger ? 

"Bajf. Goodcheerc Anthonio ?what man, courage yet : 
The lew fhall haue my flefh, blood, bones and all , 3 
ere thou (halt loofe for me one drop of blood ? 

ttsAntho. /am a tainted weather of the flocke, 
meeteftfor death, the wcakeft kind offruite 
drops carlieft to the ground, and fo let me* 

You cannot better be imployd Bajfanio, 
then to hue frill and write mine Epitaph } 

Sneer Nerrtjfa. 

Duke. Came you from Padua from 'Bellario ? 

Ner. From both? my L, /te/^wgreetcsyourotace? 

2? aff. Why dooft thou whet thy knife (b earneftly-? 

Iewe. To cut the forfaiturefrom thatbankrout there? 

Cjratia. Notonthyfoute: but on thyfouleharflilew 
thou makft thy knife keene : but no mettell can, 
no, not the hangmans axe bearchalfc thekeenenefle 
of thy fharpe enuie : can no prayers pearcc thee ? 

Iewe. No, none that thou haft wit enough to make, 

Gratia. O be thou damnd, incxecrable dogge, 

And for thy life let iuftice be accufd 5 

Thou almoft mak’ft me waucr in my faith, 

to hold opinion with Pythagoras, 

that foules of Animalls infute themfeloes 

into the trunks of men : Thy currifo fpirit 

gouernd a Woolfe, who hangd for humaine /laughter 

euen from the gallowes did his fell foule fleete, 

and whileft thou layeft in thy vnhallowed dam 5 

infufd it felfe in thee : for thy defires 

are vvoluifli, bloody, ftaru s d, and rauenous. 

Iewe. Till thou canft raile the fealefrom off my bond, 
Thou but oftendft thy lungs to fpeakc fo loud ; 
Repaire thy wit good youth, or it will fall 
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tocurelefie_ruine. 



C/tIiTs letter from BtlUrio doth commend 
ay oung and learned Doflor to our Court : 

Heattendeth here hard by 
f0 kn0 w your aunfwer whetheryoule admit him. 

Duke. With all my hart : fome three or foure of you 
„ oi oriue him curteous conduft to this place, 
roeane time the Court /hall heare Bellanos letter. 

Your Grace foall vnderftand , that at the receit of your letter 1 
am very ficke, but in the inftant that your meflenger came, mlo- 
uino- vifitation was with me a young Doflor of Rome, his name is 
; Mthaun /acquainted him with the caufc in cotrouerfie between 
the/ew and Anthonio the Merchant , wee turnd oremany bookes 
together, hec is furni/hed with my opinion , which bettered with 
hisowne learning, the greatnes whereof I cannot enough com- 
mend, comes with him at my importunitie , to fill vp your graces 
requeft in my ftead. /befeech you let his lacke of yeeres be no im- 
pediment to let him lacke a reuerend eftiination, for /neuer knew 
fo young a body with fo olde a head 1 1 leaue him to your gracious 
acceptance, wbo/e tryall fhall better publi/h his commendation. 
Enter 7 ’ortia for 'Ba/ibazer. 

Duke. You heare the learnd 'Bellario what he writes, 
and heerc I take it is the doctor come. 

Giue me your hand, come you from old Bellario ! 

Portia. ? did my Lord. 

©#%. You are welcome, take your place s 
are you acquainted with the difference 
that holds thisprefent queftion in the Court. 

Dor. 1 am enformed throughly of the cau/e, 
which is the Merchant here ? and which the /ew { 

Duke, t/inthonio and old Shylocke , both ftand forth. 

Per. Is your name Shy/ockg? 

lev, Shylocke is my name. 

Dor. Of a flrangc nature is the fute you follow, 
yet in fuch rule, that the V cnetian law 

H. cannot 
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cannot impuguc you as you doc proceed. 

You (land within his danger, doe you not. 

*An. I , fo he fayes. 

Tor. Doc you confede the bond? 

*An. I doe. 

Tor. Then mud the /ew be mercifull. 

Shy. On what compulfion moil 1, tell tnc that. 

Por. The qualitie of mercie is not ftraind, 
it droppeth as the gentle rainefrom heauen 
vpon the place beneath : it is twife bled, 
it blelleth him that gmes, and him that takes, 
tis mightied in the mightied, it becomes 
the throned Monarch' better then his crowne. 

His feepter ftiowcs the force of temporal! power, 

the attribut to awe and maieftie, 

wherein doth fit the dread and fearcof Kin^s ; 

but mercie is aboue this feeptred fway, 

it is enthroned in the harts of Kings, 

it is an attubut to God himfelfe; 

and earthly power doth then fhow liked gods 

when mcrcie feafons iuflicc: therefore few, 

though iuflicc be thy plea, confider this, 

that in the courfe ofiuftice.none of vs 

fhould fee faluation : vve doe pray for mercy, . 

and that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 

the deedes of mercie. 1 baue fpoke thus much > 

to mittigate the iuflicc of thy plea, 

which if thou follow, this drift Court of Venice 

mud needes giue fcntence gaind the Merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds vpon my head, I crauc the law, 
the penalty and fbrfaite of my bond. 

Por. Is he not able to difeharge the money ? 

Taff. YcSjheerc I tender it for him in the Court, 
vea, twife the fumme, if that will not fuffife, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore 
on forfait of mv hands, my head, my hart, 
if this will not fuffife, it mud appearc 
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malice b^esdowne truth. And /befccch you 
vreft once the law to your authority 
« doe a »reat right, doe a little wrong, 
g n( J curbe this cruell deuill of his will. . 

p or . It mud not be, there is no power m V emce 
ta n altar a decree efiablifbcd ; 

•will be recorded for a precedent, 

grid many an errour by the fame example 
will rufh into the date, it cannot be. 

Shy. A Daniell come to ludgement : yea a Darnell. 
0 wife young Judge how / doe honour thee. , 

For. 1 pray you let melooke vpon the bond. 

Shy. Heere tis mod reuerend doftor, here it is. 

Tor. Shylockt theres thrice thy money offred thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, I haue an oath in heauen, 
fcal! I lay periurie vpon my foule ? 

Hot not for Venice. 

Per. Why this bond is forfait, , 
and lawfully by this the lew may claims 
a pound of i’eih.to be by him cut off 
uecrcft the Merchants hart : be mercifull, 
take thrive thy money, bid me tearc the bond. 

Shy. When it is payd, accordingto the tenure. 

It doth appeirc you arc a worthy iudge, 
you know the law, your expofition 
bath beene mod found s l charge you by the law, 
whereof you are a well deferaing ptller, 
proceeds to Judgement t by my foule I fweare, 
there is no power in the tongue of roan 
to alter roe, f day here on my Bond, 

%4n. Mod hart die I doe befeech the Court 
tegiuc the Judgement. 

Tor, W hy than thysit b, 
you mud prepare your bofbme for his knife. 

Shy. O noble /udge, 5 excellent young mam 
Por. For the intent and purpofe of the law 
hath full relation to she penaltsc. 
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Tbc com i call Hiftorie of 
which heere appcareth due vpon the bond. J 
lew. Tis very true : 6 wife and vpright Iu'd^e. 
how much more elder art thou then thy looks.’ 
Therefore lay barcyoar bofbme. 

Jew. I, his breafl, 

fo fayes the bond, doth it not noble Iudjc ? 

Neere A his hart, thole are the very words. 

Per. It is >o,are there ballancehcre to wciohtheflefh? 
lew. I hauc them ready. * 

Per. Haue by fome Surgion Shylocke on vour charge 
to flop his wounds, lcaft he doc bleede to death. & 
lew. Is it fo nominated in the bond 2 
'Tor. It is not fo expreft, but what ofthat 2 
Twerc good you doe fo much for charitie. 
lew. I cannot finde it, tis not in the bond. 

Tor. You Merchant, haue you any thing to fay 2 
Ant. But little j 1 am amid and well prepai d, 
giuc me your hand Bajjamo, far you well, 
grecue not that /am falnc to this for you : 
for heercin Fortune fhowes her feife more kind 
then is her cuftome : it is flill her vfe 
to let the wretched man out-liue his wealth, 
to view with hollow eye and wrinckled brow 
an age ofpouerfie r from which hnsying pennance 
offuchmifery doth fhe cut me of 
Commend me to your honourable wife, 
tell her the proceffe of Anthonies end, 
fay how I lou'd you, fpeake me fairein death : 
and when the tale is told, bid her be iudge 
whether Bajfanio had not once a loue : ° 

Repent but you thatyou fhall loofe your friend 

and he repents not that he payesyour debt. 

For if the It w doe cut but deepe enough, 
lie pay it inftantly with all my hart. 

^4 tAnthonio, 1 am married to a wife 
which is as deere fo me as life it feife, 
but life it feife, my wife, and all the world. 
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the Merchant of V erne, ~ 

are „ot with me efleemd aboue thy life. 

Jwould loofe all, I iaenfize them all 

■ hc J"/°Your d w& would giuc you little thankes for that 

/would Ihe were in heauen, fo <hc could 
ntreate fome power to change this cumfti lew, 

\er Tis well you offer it behind her back, 
the with would make elfe an vnquict houfe. 
lew Thefe be the chriflian husbands, /haue a daughter 
would any of the ftocke of Barrabas 
had beene her husband, rather then a Chriflian. 

We trifle time, / pray thee purfue fentence. 

Tor. A pound ofthat fame Merchants flclh is thine, 
the Court awards it, and the law doth giuc it. 

Jew. Moftfightfull Iudge. . 

Por. And you mud cut this flefh from off his breatt, 
the law alowes it, and the court awards it. 

Jew. Moft learned Iudge, a fentence, come prepare. 
Tor. Tarry a little, there is fome thing elfe, 
this bond doth giue thee heere no iote of blood, 
the words exprefly are a pound of flefh : 
take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flefh, 
but in the cutting it, if thou dooft fhed 
one drop of Chriflian blood, thy lands and goods 
are by the lawes of V enicc confifcate 
vnto the ftate of V enice. 

Gra. O vpright Iudge, 

Marke lew, q learned fudge. 

Shy. Is that the law? 

Por. Thy feife fhalt fee the Aft t 
for as thou vrgeft iuflicc, be afliird 

thou Ihalt haue iufticc more then thou defirft. 

Gra. O learned iudge, mark /ew, a learned iudge. 
lew. I take this offer then, pay the bond thrice 
and let the Chriflian goc. 
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Bajfi Heere is the money. 

For. Soft, the Jew lhal hauc all iuftice,fofe no haft 
he fhall hauc nothing but the penalty; 
gra, O Jew, an vpright ludge.a learned Tudge, 
for. Therefore prepare thee to cut of the fleib, 
Shed thouno blood, nor cut thou lefle nor more 
but juft a pound offlefh : if thou tak’ft more 
or iefTc then a iuft pound, be it but fo much 
as makes it light or hcauy in the fubftance, 
or the deuifion of the twentith part 
of one poore fcruple, nay if thefcalc doe turns 
but inthe eftimation of a hayre, 
thou dyeft, and all thy goods arc confifeatc. 

Gra. A fecond Daniell, a Danicll lew, 
now infidell / hauc you on the hip. 
for. Why doth the lew paufe, take thy forfeiture. 
Shy. Giuc me my principal!, and let me goe. 

Ba(J. I haue it ready for thee, here it is. 

Tor. Hee hath refufd it in the open Court, 
hcc fhall hauc mcerely iuftice and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniell (fill fay /, a fecond Daniell, 
l thanke thee lew for teaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall I not haue barely my principal! f 
for. Thou (bait hauc nothing but the forfeiture 
to be jfb taken at thy pen-ill lew. 

Shy. Why then the deuill giue him good of it 5 
lie flay no longer queftion. 

Tor. Tarry lew, ' 
the law hath yet another hold on you. 

It is enafted in the laws of Venice, 
if it be proued again f! an alien, 
that by direct, or indirect attempts 
hefeeke the life ofany Cittisscn, 
the party gainft the which he doth contriue, 
fhall ftaze one halfc his goods, the other halfc 
comes to the prime roftcrofthe State, 
and the offenders life lies in the mercy 
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thou haft contriued againft the i very life 
of the defendant : and thou haft meurd 
the danger formorly by me rehearlr. 

Downe therefore, and bcgmercie of the Du c - 
Gra. Beo- that thou maift hauc leaue to hang thy felfe, 
and yet thy wealth beeing forfait to the ftate, 

,hou haft not left the value of a cord, 

therefore thou muft be hangd at the ftates charge. 

Duke. That thou (halt fee the difference of our fpirrt 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 
forhaife thy wealth, it is <tsJ»thomos, 
the other halfc comes to the generall ftate, 

Which humblenes may driue vnto a fine. 

Tor. I for the ftate, not for Anthonto. 

Shy. Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that, 

you takemy houfc, when you doe take the prop 
that doth fuftaine my houfe : you take my life 
when you doe take the meanes whereby /hue. 
for. What mercy can’you render him tA nthonio t 
Gra. A halter gratis, nothing elfe for Godfake. 

Anth. So pleafe my Lord the Duke, & all the Court 
to quit the fine for one Halfc of his goods, 

I am content : fo he will let me haue 
the other halfe in vfe, to render it 
vpon his death vnto the Gentleman 
that lately ftole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more, that for this fauour 
he prefently become a C hriftian : 
the other, that he doe record a gift 
heere in the Court of all he dies pofleft 
vnto his fonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

Duke. He fhall doe this, or elfe I doc recant 
the pardon that 1 late pronounced hccrc. 
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For. Art thou contented lew ? what doft thou % ? 

Shy. I am content. 

tor. Clarke, draw a deedc of gift. / 

Shy. I pray you giue me leaue to goc from hence, 

I am not well, fend the deede after me, 
and [ will figne it. 

Duke. Get thee gone, but doe it. 

Shy. In chriftning fhalt thou haue two Godfathers, 
had I beene Judge, thou fhouldft haue had ten more, 
to bring thee to the gallowes, not to the font. Exit, 
Duke. Sir I entreate you home with me to dinner. 
For. I humbly doe defire your Grace of pardon, 

1 mull away this night toward Padua, 
and it is mccte I prefently fet forth. 

Duke. I am forry that your leyfurc femes you not, 
tAnthonio, gratifie this gentleman, 
for in my mind you arc much bound to him. 

Exit Duke and his traine, 

Ha tjf. Moll: worthy gentleman, I and my friend 
haue by your wifedome been this day aquitted 
of grecuous penalties, in lewe whereof, 
three thoufand ducats due vnto the /ew 
wee freely cope your curtious paines withall. 

An. And (land indebted ouer and aboue 
in loue and feruice to you euer-more. 

* For. Hee is well payd that is well fatisfied, 
and I deliucring you, amfatisfied, 
and therein doe account my felfe well payd, 
my minde was newer yet more mercinarie. 

I pray you know me when we mcete againe, 

I wifn you well, and fo I take my leaue* 

"Buff. Deere fir, of force / muft attempt you further, 
take fome remembrance of vs as a tribute, 
not as fee : graunt me two things I pray you, 
not to deny me, and to pardon me. 

'For. You prelfe me farre, and therefore /wil yccld, 
giue mee your gloues, lie weare them foryout fake, 
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and for your loue ilc take this ring from you, 
doe not draw back your hand, ile take no more, 
and you in loue fhall not denie me this ? 

y a cf' This ring good fir, alas it is a trifle, 

I will not fhamc my felfe to giue you this ? 

I will haue nothing elfe but onely this, 
and now me thinks I haue a minde to it » 

“‘Haf There’s more depends on this then on the valevv, 
the deareft ring in Venice will I giue you, 
and finde it out by proclamation, 
onely for this I pray you pardon me ? 

por. I fee fir you are liberall in offers, 
you taught me firft to beg, and now me thinks 
you teach me how a begger fhould be aunfwerd. 

Baf Good fir, this ring was giuen roe by my wife, 
and when flie put it on, fhe made me vowe 
that I fhould neither fell, nor giue, nor loofe it. 

7or. That feufe ferues many men to faue their gifts, 
and if your wife be not a mad woman, 
and know how well I haue deferu’d this ring, 
fhe would not hold out enemy for euer 
for giuing it to me.* well, peace be with you. Exeunt. 

Anth. My L.BaJfamo , let him haue the ring, 
let his deferuings and my loue withall 
be valued gainft your wiues commaundement. 

~ If. Goe jyntftfxpvrunne and ouer-take him, 
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giue him the ring, and bring him if thou canfl 
vnto Anthomos houfe, away, make haft. Exit G ratiatu . 
Coras, you'and I will thither prefently, 
and in the morning early will wc both 
flic toward Belmont, come Anthomo. 

Exeunt. 

Enter T^erriffa. 

'For. Enquire the /ewes houfe out, giue him this deed, 
and let him figneit, weeleaway to night, 
and be a day before our husbands home : 
this deede will bewell welcome to Lorenzo ? 

I 



Enter 
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Enter Graiiano. 

Grati. Faire fir, you arc well ore-tanc : 

My L. TBajfanio vpon more aduicc, 

bath fent you heere this ring, and doth intreate 

your company at dinner. 

For. That cannot be 5 
bis ring I doe accept mod thankfully, 
and fo I pray you tell him : furthermore, 

I pray you Ihew my youth old Shylockcs houfe. 

(jra. That will I doe. 

Ner. Sir, 1 would fpeake with you : 
lie fee if / can get my husbands ring 
which I did make him fweare to keepe for euer. 

For. 'Thou maift I warrantee fbalhaUe oldfvyearing 
that they did giue the rings away to men $ 
but wele out- face them, and out* fweare them fo: 
away,make haft, thou knowft where 1 will tarry. 

Ner . Come good fir, will yovfhew me to this houfe. 

Enter Lorenzo and I ejfica. 

Lor . Thcmoone fhines bright.In fuch anight as this, 
when thefweet winde did gently IcifTe the trees, 
and they did make nonoyfe, in fuch a night 
*Troylws ine thinks mounted the Troian walls, 
and figh’d hisfoule toward the' Grecian tents 
vvhere freffed lay that night. 

f ejfi ’ Jn fuch a night 
did T htjbie fearefully ore- trip the dewe,’ 
and (aw the Lyons fhadow ere him felfe, ' 
and ranne difmaved away. 

Loren. In fuch a night 
iloode Dido with a willcw in her hand 
vpon the wildefea banks, and waft her Loue 
to come againe to Carthage. 

hjjt. In fuch a night 
CHedea gathered the inchanted hearts 
that did renew old Efon. 

Lorm. In fuch a night , 
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did lejfic* fteale from the wealthy lewc, 

and with an vnthrift loue did rtinne from Venice, 

as farre as Belmont. 

left. In fuch a night . * 

did young Lorenzo fweare he ioued her well, 
ftealing her foule with many vowes offaith, 
and nere a true one. 

Loren. In fuch a night 7 

did pretty JeJpta (like a little throw) 

(launder her Loue, and he forgaue it her. 

left. I would out-night you did no body come? 

But harkc, I hcare the footing ofa man. 

• ‘ Enter a Mejfcnoer. 

Loren. Who comes fo fall in filcncc of the night ?' 
iMeffen. A friend? 

Loren. A friend, what friend, your name I pray you friend 3 
Mef Stephana is my name, and (bring word 
tny Miftres will before the breake of day 
behcere at Belmont, (he doth (tray about 
by holy erodes where-fhc kneclcsand prayes 
for happy wedlock houres. 

Loren , Who comes with her ? 

None but a holy Hermit and her mayd s 
Iprayyouis my Maifteryet rcturnd ? 

Loren. He is not, nor we hauc not heard from him, *f 

But goe we in I pray thee lejfict t, 
and ctremonioufly let vs prepare 

feme Welcome for the Miftres of the houfe. Enter Qotene. 

C lom Sola, fola* wo ha, ho fola, fola. 

Loren. Who calls? 

0°‘ Sda, didyoufee M.Lorenzo, tkM, Lorenzo fola, fola* 

Loren. Lcaue hollowing mart, heere. 

C'lowne, Sola, where, where ? 

Loren. Heere? 

t/tfnj Tell him there's a Port come from my Maifter, with his 
nothe full of good newes, my Maifter will be heere ere morning 
fweste foule. ' 

v 
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The comicall Historic of 
L oren- Let’s in, and there expeft their comming. 

And yet no'matter : why (hould we goc in. 

My friend ttephen t fignifie ' pray you 
vvithin the houfe, your miftres is at hand, 
and bringyour mufique foorth into the ay re. 

How fweet the ipoone-light fleepes vpon this banke, 
heere will we fit, and lct N the founds of mufique 
creepc in our cares foft flilnes, and the night 
becomethe tutchcs offwcet harmonic : 
fit \ejjka, lookehow the floore of heauen 
L js thick inlaved with pattens of bright gold, 

there’s not the fmalleft orbe which thou beholdft 
but in his motion like an Angell fings, 

Hill quifing to the young cyde Chcrubins J 
fuch harmonie is in immortall fouTes, 
but whilff this muddy vcfture of decay 
| dooth grofly clofe itin, we cannot heare it : 

Come hoe, and wake 'Duttid with a himne, 
with fweetefl tutches pearce your miftres eare, 
and draw her home with mufique. play Muftcjue . 

lejfi. I am neuer merry when I heare fweet mufique. 
Loren. The reafon is. your fpirits are attenfiue : 
for doe but note a wild and wanton heard 
or race of youthfull and vnhandlcd colts 
fetching mad bounds, bellowing and neghingloudc, 
vvhich is the hote condition of their blobd, 
if they but heare perchance a trumpet found, 
or any ayre of mufique touch their eares, 
you (hall perceaue them make a mutuall (land, 
their fauage eyes turn’d to a modeft gaze, 
by the fweet power of mufique : therefore the P oet 
did fame that Orpheus drew trees, ftones, and floods. 
Since naught fo Aockifh hard and full of rage, 
but mufique for the time doth change his nature, 
the man that hath no mufique in himfelfe, 

Boris not moued with concord of fweet founds, 
is fit foe treafons, llratagems, and fpoiles. 







We Merchant of Tepice, 

the motions of his fpirit are dull as night, 

and his affeftions darke as T erebm : 

let no fuch man be trufled : marke the mufique. 

Enter Eortia and Nerrijfa. 

Por. That light wc fee is burning in my hall : 
how farre that little candell throwes his bcames, 
fo (hincs a good deede in a naughty world. 

Ner. When the moonc (hone we did not fee the candle ? 

Tor. So dooth the greater glory dim the lefle, 
afubflitute (hines brightly as a King 
vntill a King be by, and then his ftate 
empties it felfe, as doth an inland brooke 
into the maine of waters : mufique harke. 

Ner. /t is your mufique Madame of the houfe? -f 

Tor. Nothing is good I fee without refpeft, 
me thinks it founds much fweet er then by day ? 

Ner. Silence beftowes that vertue on it Madam ? 

Tor, The Crow doth fing as fweetly as the Larke 
vvhen neither is attended : and I thinke 
the Nightingale if (he fhould fing by day 
vvhen euery Goofe is cackling, would be thought 
no better a Mufition then the Renne ? 

How many things by feafon, feafond are 
to their right prayfe, and true perfection : 

Peace, how the moone fleepes with Endimion, 
and would not be awak’d. 

Loren. That is the voyce, 
or /am much deceau’d of Portia. 

Por. He knowes me as the blind man knowes the Cuckoe 
by the bad voyce ? 

Loren. Deere Lady welcome home ? 

P or. We haUe bin praying for our husbands welfare, 
which fpced we hope the better for our words ; 
are they return’d? 

Loren. Midam, they are not yet : 
but there is come a Meflenger before 
to fignifie their comming? 

1 3 Por* 
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The comcall HR forte of 

TV. Goe in N’errijfa . 

Giuc order to my feruants, that they take 
no note at^Jl of our being abfent hence, 
nor you Lorenzo, Ujjica nor you. 

Loren. Your husband is at hand, I heare his trumpet, 
vve are no tell-tales Madame, feare you not. 

Por. This night me thinks is but the day light licke, 
itlookesa little paler, fisa day, 
fuch as the day is when the funne is hid. 

EnterlSajfanio, Antbonio, Gratiano, and their 
followers. f 

Bajf. We foould hold day with the Antipodes, 
if you would walkc in abfence of the funne. 

Tor. Let me giue light, but let me not be light, 
for a light wife doth make a heauie husband, 
and neuer be Baffknio fo for me, 
but God fort all : you arc welcome home my Lord. 

'Bajf. I thank you Madam, giue welcome to my friend, 
this is the man, this is Anthonie, ‘ ~ 

to whom I am fo infinitely bound. 

Tor. You foould in all fence be much bound to him, 
for as I heare he was much bound for you, 
eA nth. No more then I am well acquitted of. 

Por. Sir, you are very welcome to our houfe : 
it mufiappeare in other wayes then words, 
therefore I (bant this breathing curtefie. 

(fra. By yonder moone I fiveafe.you doe me wrong, 
infaith I gaue it to the fudges Clarke, 
would he were gelt that had it for my part, 
fince you dpe take it Louc fo much at hart. 

Por. A quarrel! hoc already, what’s the matter # 

G rati. About a hoope of gold, a paltry ring 
that foe did giue me, whofe pofie was 
for all the world like Cutlers poetry , 
vpon a knife, Louie me, and leant me net. 

L(er. What talke you of the pofie or the Valcw : 
You fwore to me when I did giueycu, 




that 



WFMfrcffant of Venice, 
that you would weare it till your houre of death, 
and that it foould lie with you in your grauc, 
though not forme, yet for your vehement oathes, 
you foould haue beene refpeaiue and hauc kept it. 
Gaue it a Iudges Clarke : no Gods my Iudge 
the Clarke will nere weare haire on* s face that had it. 

Gra: He will, and if he Hue to be a man. 

Nerrijfa. I, ifa woman Hue to be a man. 

Gra. Now by this hand I gaue it to a youth, 
afcndofboy, a little ferubbed boy, 
no higher then thy felfc, the Iudges Glarke, 
a prating boy that begd it as a fee, 

I could not for my hart deny it him. 

Por. You were to blame, I muft be plaine with you, 
to part fo fligh'tly with your wiues firft gift, 
a thing fiuck on with oaths vpon your finger, 
and fo riueted with faith vnto your flefo. 

I gaue my Loue a ring, and made him fweare 
neuer fo part with it, and hecre he Bands : 

I dare be fworne for him he would not leaue it, 
nor pluck it from his finger, for the wealth 
that the world maifiers. Now in faith Cjratiano 
you giuc your wife too vnkind a caufe of griefo, 
and twere to me I foould be mad at it. 

Baff. Why I were bed to cut my left hand off, 
and fweare 1 loft the ring defending it. 

Gra. My Lord Baffanio gaue his ring away 
vnto the /udge that begd it, and indeede 
deferu’d it to : and then the boy his Clarke 
that tookc (bme paines in writing, he begd mine, 
and neither man nor maifter would take ought 
but the two rings. 

Tor., What ring gaue you my Lord ? 

Not that I hope which you reccau’d of me. 

Bajf. /f I could add a lie vnto a fault, 

I would deny it; but you fee my finger 
Hath not the ring vpon it, it is gone. 
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Tfce comcffl twtme 07 

Par. Euen fo voyd is your falfc hart of truth* 

By heauen I will ncre come in your bed 
vntill /fee the ring? 

n Nor I in yours 
till I againe fee mine i 
Bajf. Sweet Portia, 

if you did know to whom I gaue the ring, 
ifyou did know for whom /gaue the ring, 
and would conceauefor what / gaue the ring, 
and how vnwillingly I left the ring, 
when naught would be accepted but the ring, 
you would abate the flrcngth of your difpleafurt ? 

For. Ifyou had knowne the vertue of the ring,' 
or halfe her worthincs that gaue the ring, 
or your owne honour to confainc the ring, 
you would not then hauc parted with the ring,! 
what man is there fo much vnreafonable 
ifyou had pleafd to haue defended it 
with any termes ofzcale: wanted the modcfly 
to vrge the thing held as a ceremonie : 

Nerrtffa teaches me-what tobeleeue, 
ile die for’t, but fome woman had the ring ? 

Bajf. No by my honour Madam, by my foule 
no woman had it, but a ciuill Do/lor, 
which did refufethrcc thoufand ducats of me, 
and begd the ring, the which I did denic him, 
and fiifferd him to goe difpleafd away, 
euen he that had held vp the very life 
of my deere friend. What fhouid 1 fayfweet Lady, 

I was inforc’d to fend it after him, 

I was befet with fhame and curtcfie, 
my honour would not let ingratitude 
fo touch befmere it : pardon me good Lady, 
for by thefe blcffed candels of the night, 

had you been there, I think you would haue begd 

the ring of ffic to giue the worthy Doctor ? 

Par. Let not that Doftor ere come necrc my houfe 






fince 



fince he hath gottheiewcllth.it I loued, 
and that which you did fweare to keepe for me, 

I will become as liberal! as you, 

lie not deny him any thing I haue, 

no, not my body, nor my husbands bed ; 

Know him I fhall, lam well furc of it. 

Lie not a night froth home. Watch me like Argos, 
ifyou doc not, if I be left alone, 
now by mine honour which is yet mine owne, 
ile haue that Do/for for mine bedfellow. 

2{em[fa. And I his Clark : therefore be well aduifd 
ho w you doe leaue me to mine owne proteflion. 

<?r*. Well doe you fo: let not me take him then, 

' for if I doe, ile mar the young Clarks pen. 

jinth. I am th’vnhappy fubiett of thefe quarrells. 

Tor. Sir,grceue not you, you are welcome not withffon ding. 
'Bajf, Portia, forgiue me this enforced wrong, 
and in the hearing of thefe many friends 
I fveare to thee, euen by thine owne faire eyes 
wherein I fee my felfe. 

Tor. Marke you but that f 
/n both my eyes he doubly feeshimfclfe : 

In each eye one, fweare by your double felfe, 

and there’s an oath ofcreditc. ' 

Nay, but hearc me. , 

Pardon this fault, and by my fbule I fweare 
I neuer more will breake an oath with thee. 

■Anth. I once did lend my body for his wealth, f \ 
which but fpr him that had your husbands ring 
had quite mifearied. / dare be bound againe, 
my joule vpon the forfet, that your Lord 
v vill neuer more breake faith aduifedly. 

, Thcn y° u he his furety : giue him this, 

and bid him keepe it better then the other. 

rp M r ^J erc Lord Bajfanio, fwcarcto keepe this ring, 
p"* h , caUcn is the fame I gaue the Doftor. 

0K 1 had it of him: pardon me Bajftmo, 

K. for 
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for by this ring the Doftor lay with me. 

Jsiem(fa. And pardon me my gentle gratiano, 
for that fame ferubbed boy the Do&ors Clarke 
in liew of this, lad night did lie with me. 

Grati. Why this is like the mending of high waves 
in Scmrricr where the waves are fait e enough ? 

What, are we cuckolds ere we haue deferu’d it. 

For. Spcake riot fo trolly, you are all amaz’d 5 
Heere is a letter, rcade it at your Icafure, 

It comes from Padua from Bellario } 
there vou (hall finde that Portia was the Do£lor p 
NemJptJ.ha:e her Clarke. Lorenzo heere 
fliall witnes I let foorth as fbonc as you, 
and euen but now returnd : /hauenotyet 
enrerd my houfe. tA nth onto you are welcome, 
and I haue better newes in ftore for you 
than you exfpecl : vnfeale this letter (bone, 
there; you fliall finde three ofyour Argofies 
are richly come to harbour fodainly. 

You fliall not know by what ftrange accident 
/ chaunced on this letter. 
eAntho. /am dumb? ; 

Baff. Were you the Doftor, and /knew you not? 
Gfa. Were you the Clark that is to make me cuckold. 
1 Sjr. I but the Clarke that neuer meanes to doe it, 
vnlefie he liue vntill he be a man, 

CBaJf. (S weet Doftor) you fliall be my bedfellow, 
when /am abfent then lie with my wife. 

An. (Sweet Lady)you haue giuen'me life and lyuing 3 
for heere /reade for certaine that my fliips 
are fafely come to Rode. 

For. How now Lorenzo ? 
my Clarke hath fbme good comforts to for you. 

Ner I, and ile giue them him without a fee. 

There doe / giue to you and IeJJtca 
from the rich It we, a fpeciall deede of gift 
after his death, of all he dies pofleft of. 



F U Z MTJLtT R JWfgjEg VJ 



vr 



■■ — O- {/ V J 

Um. faire Ladies, you drop Mannaintheway 

j vet ? am fare you are not fatwhed 
Sfe euents af-full. Let vs goe in, 

“ j charge vs there vpon intergotories, 
and we will aunfwer all things faithfully. 

Gu Let it be fb, the firft mtergotory 
that my Nenijfa fliall be fwome on, is, 
whether till the next night fhe had rather flay* 
or ,oe to bed now being two hourcstoday : 

But were the day come, I fiiould wifh it darke 
611 / were couching with the Doftors Clarke. 

Well, while /liue, ile feare no other thing 

fo fore, as keeping -afe Ncrr$u ring. ^ 

FINIS. 
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